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Regional Hamfests and Other Events 


March 17 
March 17 
March 24 
March 30/31 
March 30/31 
April 13 

April 21 

April 27 

May 4 

May 5 

May 5 

May 31 - June 1 
May 31 - June 1 
June 8 

June 9 

July 4 

July 7 

July 14 

July 21 

July 27 

July 28 

July 28 

August 15/18 
September 7 
September 8 
September 8 
Septermber 21 
September 21/22 


Two Rivers ARC 

Keystone VHF Club - York, PA 

Delaware Valley RA - NJ 

Baltimore ARC - Timonium, MD 

Maryland State Convention - Timonium, MD 
Appalachian ARG - Fredericksburg, PA 
Penn-Del RC - New Castle, DE 

Liverpool ARC - Syracuse, NY 

Kent Island Hamfest, Kent Island, MD 
Hagerstown Hamfest, Hagerstown, MD 
Warminster ARC - Wrightstown, PA 

Rochester Hamfest - Rochester, NY 

Atlantic Division Convention - Rochester, NY 
Champlain Valley ARC, Plattsburgh, NY 

Central PA - Winfield, PA 

Harrisburg RAC - Bressler, PA 

Murgas Amateur Radio Club, Dallas, PA 
Mid-Atlantic Amateur Radio Club, Kimberton, PA 
Indiana County Amateur Radio Club, Indiana, PA 
Columbia Montour Amateur Radio Club, Eerwick, PA 
BRATS - Timonium, MD 

Genesee RA - Batavia, NY 

East Coast EME Convention - Bowie, MD 


- Radio Assn of Erie - Erie, PA 


Butler Co. ARA - Butler, PA 

Foundation for Amateur Radio FAR Fest 
Buffalo Hamfest - Hamburg, NY 

Western NY Section Convention - Hamburg, NY 


On The Cover 


Ken Easton, N3HLY, operating from Hyattsville, MD, is 
checking into the "Old Gent's Net" on the Green Mountain 

Repeater Associations’ 146.88 repeater during the "Blizzard 
of 96". Ken is very active in amateur radio in the 
Washington, DC area and is a member of both the Green 
Mountain Repeater Association and the Prince George's 
Wireless Association. 
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By John Queen 
KA@SEY | 


Climb any towers lately? As spring approaches, 
hams tend to start thinking about those projects 
that have been carefully planned all winter long 
— like dismantling a 40 foot tower. Now that may 
not be your plan, but it was mine about this time 
last year. So, come with me and take a stroll down 
memory lane (watch your step), and you’ll see why 
‘preparation’ is a good word to have in your 
dictionary. 


It was a perfect 70 degrees as I gazed up at the 
structure towering before me. Earlier that week I 
had purchased the 40 foot fixed Rohn tower with 
tri-bander antenna and somehow convinced Tony 
Young, WA3YLO and my XYL Katherine, 
N3PXG to help take it down. Having never taken 
down a tower before, my anxieties about climbing 
something taller than a picket fence was foremost 
on my mind. Having an intense fear of falling from 
a tower, I hedged a mental bet as to who would 
collapse first — the tower or me. 


Tony’s experience in tower work was quite 
obvious. Properly prepared, he arrived with a 
pickup truck full of climbing equipment and tools. 
On the other hand, not knowing what to expect, I 
brought as many tools as I could cram into my car. 
It. was probably overkill as we never did use the 
radial-arm saw, drywall trowel, sand blaster, or 
plumbing snake. 


As I helped Tony unload the truck, my curiosity 
got the best of me. “What’s this?”, I asked him as 
I pointed to an odd looking pole with a pulley on 
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top. He replied, ““That’s a gin-pole.” “But of 
course,” I replied, trying to look like a suave and 
sophisticated tower dismantler. I had a basic 
concept of how the gin-pole was used, but never 
saw one up close and personal. 


We laid the tools out on the ground and stared 


‘at the monster before us. Tony climbed up to 


determine what we needed to do. He pulled out a 
massive safety harness that looked as if it would 
support a small humpback whale. 


I couldn’t help but chuckle about the safety 
harness that I asked Katherine to rig up earlier that 
morning. Constructed of a horse saddle strap with 
rope attached to each end, I was confident that this 
impromptu harness would support my weight 40 
feet in the air. However, I didn’t factor into the 
equation the need for mobility while on the tower. 
Tower lesson #1 learned: Never attempt to climb 
a tower without the proper safety equipment. As 
common sense as this may sound, tower injuries 
occur when people fail to exercise proper care or 
utilize the proper safety equipment. Okay, so much 
for the soapbox speech. My horse harness was 
obviously for the birds (of sorts). 


As Tony scurried up the tower to assess the 
situation, Katherine and I pleaded with him not to 
jump... No wait, wrong story. Katherine and I 
untangled rope, and gathered the tools. After a 
few minutes on the tower, Tony came down and 
handed the safety harness to me. 


Continued on page 16 
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MEMBER CLUBS 


Adams County Amateur Radio Society 
Alexandria Radio Club 

Amateur Radio Research and Develop. Corp. 
AMSAT - Radio Amateur Satellite Corporation 
Anne Arundel Radio Club 

Antietam Radio Association, Inc. 

ARINC Amateur Radio Club 

Arlington Amateur Radio Club 

Baltimore Amateur Radio Club 

Baltimore Radio Amateur Television Society 
Capital City Amateur Radio Society 

Capital Hill Amateur Radio Society 

Carroll County Amateur Radio Club 

Central Maryland Amateur Radio Club 
Chaverim of the Greater Washington Area 
Columbia Amateur Radio Association 
Culpeper Amateur Radio Association 
D-MARC - Digital Mid-Atlantic Radio Council 
Department of State Amateur Radio Club 
Fauquier Amateur Radio Association 
Frederick Amateur Radio Club 

Frederick Amateur Repeater Group 

Goddard Amateur Radio Club 

Green Mountain Repeater Association 
Herndon Repeater Group 

Historical Electronics Museum Amateur Radio Club 
IBM Amateur Radio Club 

Johns Hopkins University APL ARC 

Kent Island Amateur Radio Club 

Laurel Amateur Radio Chub 

Leisure World Amateur Radio Club 

Loudoun Amateur Radio Group 

MD/DC MARS (Navy Marine) Association 
MADRAS 

Maryland Emergency Phone Net 

Maryland FM Association 

Maryland Mobileers Amateur Radio Club 
Mercury Amateur Radio Assn., NE Area 
Metropolitan Communications Network 
Metrovision Amateur TV Club 
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Washington, USE 


Mid-Atlantic DX & Repeater Assn. 
Montgomery Amateur Radio Club 
Montgomery Auxiliary Communications Service 
Moose Amateur Radio Club 
Mount Vernon Amateur Radio Club 
National Capitol DX Association 
Naval Research Laboratory Radio Club 
NOAA Amateur Radio Club 
North Point FM Association 
Northern Virginia FM Association 
Northern Virginia Radio Club 
Ole Virginia Hams Amateur Radio Club 
Opequon Radio Society 
Pentagon Amateur Radio Club 
Potomac Area VHF Society 
Potomac Valley Radio Club 
Prince George’s Wireless Association, Inc. 
Prince George’s County ARES/RACES 
Quarter Century Wireless Association, Inc. 

Baltimore Chapter #20 

Del-Mar-VA Chapter #150 

Shenandoah Valley Chapter #137 

Vic Clark Chapter #91 

Washington Chapter #23 . 
Rock Creek Amateur Radio Association 
St. Mary’s County Amateur Radio Association 
Shenandoah Valley Amateur Radio Club 
Southern Maryland Amateur Radio Club 
Southern Patuxent Amateur Radio Club 
Stafford Amateur Radio Assn. 
Sterling Park Amateur Radio Club 
Summit Amateur Radio Association 
Tri-County Amateur Radio Club 
T-MARC, Middle Atlantic Repeater Council 
Vienna Wireless Society 
Voice of America Amateur Radio Club 
Waldorf Repeater Support Group 
Washington Adventist Amateur Radio Assn. 
Washington Area Young Ladies ARC 
Woodbridge Wireless, Inc. 


Talk-in on 


146.55 
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FCC 
Highlights 


By Jack Kelleher. 
W4ZC 


Politics and Weather 


Our column is meager this month due to 
unprecedented snowfall in the Washington area, 
and to sporadic shutdowns of the Government, 
including the FCC, due to the balanced budget 
controversy. 


The first, week-long shutdown occurred in mid- 
November. A stopgap funding bill allowed 
resumption until December 18th, when a second 
shutdown occurred. It was lifted on January 11, 
but was not really effective until January 16 due to 
the “Blizzard of 1996” and a National holiday on 
January 15. 


Amateurs and the 76-77 GHz band 


In mid-December the FCC proposed to amend 
Part 97 of its Rules to temporarily disallow amateur 
use of the 76-77 GHz band; which the three major 
U.S. automobile manufacturers have targeted for 
development and testing of vehicular radar systems 
for collision avoidance. 


The Commission said: “We intend to revisit 
within five years the issue of whether the 76-77 
GHz band can be shared with amateur radio 
amateur operators or other users. If it were to 


become apparent that particular types of radio. 


services or devices will not interfere with vehicle 
radar systems or if adequate sharing criteria can 
be established, the restriction can be relaxed. 


“Although we do not believe that any 
significant harm will be caused to the Amateur 
Radio Service operators by disallowing their use 
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of the 76-77 GHz band, we are also proposing to 
amend Part 2 of our rules to upgrade the status of 
the Amateur Radio Service in the 77.5 to 78 GHz 
band from secondary to co-primary with the 
Government and non-Government radio location 
services. This will ensure that amateur access to 
spectrum near 77 GHz is maintained without the 
threat of preemption by higher priority services. 
We believe that these proposals balance the need 
to protect vehicle radar systems from interference 
with our desire to foster amateur experimentation 
using millimeter wave technology.” 


Spread Spectrum 


In the February 96 issue of QST it is noted that 
ARRL has asked the FCC to relax federal 
regulations governing spread spectrum 
communications in the Amateur Radio Service. 
the history and technology of spread spectrum is 
summarized very well in the ARRL Handbook 
(1996 edition). The technique has been known for 
about 50 years, and its application to amateur radio 
was examined in an article in the Proceedings of 
the IRE in December 1959, “Poisson, Shannon and 
the Radio Amateur’, by John Costas, W2CRR. 
Costas was with General Electric at the time; in 
1965 he was elected a Fellow of IEEE (IRE became 
IEEE in 1963) “for contributions. to 
communications theory and techniques”. 


In 1981 the FCC granted AMRAD (The 
Amateur Radio Research and Development 
Corporation) a Special Temporary Authority (STA) 
to conduct spread spectrum experiments. In 1986 
the FCC authorized all U.S. amateurs to use 
specific spread spectrum techniques above 420 
MHz. Numerous spread spectrum techniques exist, 
but amateurs are permitted to use only two, 
frequency-hopping (FH), and direct-sequence 
spread spectrum (DSSS). 


Among the reasons cited by. the ARRL for 
permitting more experimentation with spread 
spectrum are reduced power density per unit of 
bandwidth; reduction of interference to narrow-on 


Continued on page 17 
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American 
Radio 
Relay 
League 
Report 


By John Swafford, 
W4HU 


This Week Returns 


This Week in Amateur Radio returned to 
satellite air on Saturday, January 27, at 8 PM EST. 
The weekly on-air bulletin service will be carried 
by the Tech Talk Network on Telesat Canada Anik 
E2 commercial communications satellite on 
transponder 18, (9B vertical), at 5.8 MHz wideband 
analog audio (4.06 GHz). Anik E2 is at 107.3( W 
in equatorial geosynchronous orbit. The service 
carries ARRL and RAC bulletins, contest and 
convention information, propagation forecast 
summaries, the Radio Amateur Information 
Network, the Amateur Radio Newsline, and other 
features in audio newsmagazine format on over 100 
nets and repeaters throughout North America. It 
had been off of satellite air since Thanksgiving 
weekend. (Stephan Anderman, WA3RKB) 


Spectrum Policy Hearing Rescheduled 


The FCC has changed the date of its en banc 
hearing on spectrum policy and management to 
March 5, 1996, and the ARRL hopes to participate. 
The original hearing date of January 31 had to be 
rescheduled because of the Federal furloughs 
triggered by the congressional budget deadlock and 
heavy snow in early January which extended the 
shutdown. The FCC will hear oral presentations 
and “allow a direct exchange of viewpoints” among 
individuals and representatives of affected 


industries. The commission selected panelists from 


among those who submitted letters of interest by 
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January 26, 1996. The hearing is aimed at 
addressing future spectrum demand and user needs, 
trends in technology, and approaches to spectrum 
allocation and assignment, including licensing and 
uses. (FCC) 


Oscar 10 Needs More Light 


AMSAT-OSCAR: 10’s orientation is such that 
its solar panels are not getting enough illumination 
to keep a charge on its batteries. As a result, the 
downlink recently experienced frequency 
instability and has now gone silent. Hams should 
not use AO-10 until the sun angles improve so the 
spacecraft’s batteries can again charge. 
(SpaceNews) 


Ham Radio Power Supply 
Aboard MIR Fails 


German cosmonaut Thomas Reiter, DF4TR/ 
DPOMIR, aboard the Mir orbital complex, reports 
that a power supply used for some of the 
spacecraft’s ham radio equipment failed on New 
Year’s Eve. The remaining, older power supply is 
only capable of powering the old ICOM 2-meter 
transceiver and one 1200-baud TNC. The digital 
voice module also has failed, so there will be no 
more automatic voice recordings in the near future. 


Reiter reports all four fuses in the two 
connected transceivers have blown and only two 
spare fuses remain. Last month, Reiter used the 
digital voice recorder, built by Thomas Kieselbach, 
DL2MDE, to broadcast holiday messages. The 
primary transmitting frequency is 145.800 MHz. 


Recently, the cosmonauts on Mir unpacked 
new Amateur Radio equipment delivered by rocket, 
including a 70-cm FM transceiver and 9600-baud 
packet gear. 


‘Reiter was philosophical. “Well, at least we can 


be reached and still can talk with the world,” he 
said in a message to Dave Larsen, N6JLH. 


Continued next page 
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Bad Boys, Bad Boys, 
Whatcha Gonna Do? 


_ A Rocklin, California, ham—Bobby Lee 
Aguero, KE6VNU—has been charged under state 
law with obstructing justice after he allegedly 
interfered with law enforcement radio 
communication systems in Sacramento County and 
Roseville, California, in early January. During the 


interference, dispatches from Roseville Police , 


turned up on Sacramento County Sheriff’s 
Department radios, and vice versa, said Jeff 
Haggard, WB6DKX, the Sacramento County 
Sheriff’s Department communications systems 
manager. 


Authorities first traced a telephone call from 
the jammer, who called himself “The Phantom” 
and bragged about his misdeeds. The trace helped 
establish the likely vicinity of the transmissions. 
A police team that included other Amateur Radio 
operators then used radio direction-finding gear to 
pin down the source of the interference. Their “fox 
hunt” led to the apartment of Aguero, 18, who let 
Rocklin police search the premises. It took just a 
few minutes to find the offending radio, still in 
operation. Aguero was arrested on the spot. The 
two affected police agencies reportedly plan to ask 
the FCC to bring Federal.charges for causing 
malicious interference with a public service 
communication network. Fortunately, no serious 
problems resulted from the interference, which 
occurred over a weekend, Haggard said. 


In an unrelated incident, Ronald R. Ames, 
WBO6RSD, of Hesperia, California, was found 
guilty of contempt and was ordered to pay $3000 
and spend 15 days in jail. The penalties, ordered 
by Judge John P. Wade of the San Bernardino 
County Superior Court, stemmed from a dispute 
between Ames, 49, and the Keller Peak Repeater 
Association. Ames is a former repeater trustee. 
During pending civil litigation between the KPRA 
and Ames, the repeater group obtained a 
preliminary injunction against Ames and two other 
men to prevent them from impeding access to the 
KPRA repeater and from contacting and harassing 
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KPRA members. On January 3, Wade found that 
Ames, but not the other two men, had violated the 
injunction by harassing other hams on the KPRA 
repeater and threatening some of them, and by 
jamming the machine. Wade stayed execution of 
the sentence until February 7. 


Ham Radio Foils Theft Attempt 


Zachary Canright, KBOGMC, and Beryl 
Masters, WBOEJJ, of the Kansas City area recently 
helped police in Overland Park, Kansas, nab three 
teenagers trying to make a getaway with $7500 
worth of computers stolen from a local store. 
Canright’s attention was first drawn by the teens’ 
peculiar behavior as they carelessly loaded 
computer equipment onto a truck, Canright then 
noticed the vehicle had no plates. He used his 
mobile radio and a local repeater to contact 
Masters, who called police to a shopping center 
lot where Canright had followed the youths and 
witnessed them attach plates to the pickup. Police 
arrested the trio and charged them with felony theft. 
The Kansas City Star published an account on 
December 2, 1995. 


New Vice Presidents Mean New 
Division Directors 


When the ARRL Board of Directors elected 
three division directors as new vice presidents at 
its January 19-20 meeting in Savannah, Georgia, 
three vice directors moved up the leadership ladder. 
With the elevation of Hudson Division Director 
Steve Mendelsohn, WA2DHF; Delta Division 
Director Joel Harrison, WBSIGF and Atlantic 
Division Director Hugh Turnbull, W3ABC (see 
The ARRL Letter Electronic Update, January 22, 
1996), vice directors automatically assumed the 
directorships of those divisions at the meeting’s 
conclusion. Moving to the top division posts were 
Paul Vydareny, WB2VUK, in the Hudson Division; 
Rick Roderick, K5UR, in the Delta Division and 
Kay Craigie, WT3P, in the Atlantic Division. 
Western Pennsylvania Section Manager Bernie 
Fuller, N3EFN, has been appointed to complete 
Kay Craigie’s term as vice director. 
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Also at the Savannah meeting, Northwestern 
Division Director Mary Lou Brown, NM7N, 
Roanoke Division Director John Kanode, N4MM, 
Southeastern Division Director Frank Butler, 
W4RH and Southwestern Division Director Fried 
Heyn, WA6WZO, were voted in as members of 
the Executive Committee. 


Gene Hastings, W1VRK, Rocky Mountain 
Division Director Marshall Quiat, AGOX, and 
Roanoke Division Director John Kanode, N4MM, 
all were re-elected to three-year terms as members 
of the ARRL Foundation Board of Directors. 


DXCC Program To Be Reviewed 


A committee will be assigned to review the 
DXCC program and make recommendations to 
encourage broader participation, make the program 
more equitable, create more easily understood 
criteria for DXCC “countries,” improve the process 
of reviewing requests for additions and deletions 
to the ARRL DXCC list and increase efficiency in 
the DXCC program’s administration. The ARRL 
Board of Directors initiated the review at its recent 
meeting in Savannah, Georgia, where the board 
approved Scarborough Reef as a DXCC Country 
(See ARRL DX Bulletin 5). 


FCC proposes to suspend amateur use 
- Of 76-77 GHz 


In a Second Notice of Proposed Rulemaking 
in ET Docket 94-124, issued just before the Federal 
shutdown in mid-December, the FCC has proposed 
amending Part 97 of its rules to ‘’temporarily 
disallow amateur use of the 76-77 GHz band,” 
which the FCC hopes to open for commercial 
development along with other “’ millimeter wave”’ 
frequency bands above 40 GHz. The band in 
question is part of the 75.5 to 81 GHz allocation, 
which the amateur and amateur satellite services 
share with other users on a primary basis from 75.5 
to 76 GHz, and on a secondary basis from 76 to 81 
GHz. The primary allocation of 76-81 GHz is 
assigned to radiolocation, including radar. 
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The commission says the change will permit 
development of vehicle radar systems in the 76- 
77 GHz band that could be used in conjunction 
with Intelligent Transportation Systems. The FCC 
says restricting ham use of 76-77 GHz will prevent 
potential interference to these developing systems. 
At the same time, the FCC proposes to upgrade 
amateur status in the 77.5-78 GHz band from 
secondary to co-primary with government and 
nongovernment radiolocation services. | 


In earlier comments, the ARRL objected to 
limiting the 76-77 GHz band to vehicle radar 
systems. The League said it wanted to maintain 
existing ham allocations from 75.5 to 81 GHz to 
spur development of short-range, high-speed data 
links. Because of the Federal government 
shutdown, the deadline for comments on the FCC 
proposal has not been set but will be 60 days after 
publication in the Federal Register. 


FCC shrinks backlog 


The Federal Communications Commission 
reports it is making good progress on processing a 
backlog of more than 2800 ham radio license 
applications filed electronically, including almost 
2000 from ARRL. The commission was back on 
the job again January 16, in the wake of a month- 
long shutdown begun by the budget impasse and 
extended by bad weather and a Federal holiday 
after the commission first reopened for a day 
January 11. 


A spokesman said the FCC expects to be up to 
date with electronically filed applications for new 
and updated licenses by Thursday, January 18. The 
furlough and the snow days have delayed 
implementation of the vanity call sign program, 
however. 


New and upgraded license information is 
available from ARRL by calling 860-594-0300. 
Applicants also can check the University of 
Arkansas at Little Rock FCC database at http:// 
www.ualr.edu/doc/hamualr/callsign/html. 
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Amateur 
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Compiled by 
John Queen 
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SUPREME COURT UPHOLDS 
INDECENCY LAW 


The United States Supreme court has said that 
restricting the hours when legally indecent speech 
can be broadcast is constitutionally valid. This 
finding could pave the way for the FCC and other 
government agencies to prosecute hams who. use 
this kind of language on the air. 


In rebuffing free-speech advocates, the 
Supreme Court on January 8th has told federal 
regulators that it is constitutionally valid for them 
to confine television and radio programs containing 
legally indecent language to late-night hours when 
children are less likely to tune in. 


The justices also let stand a federal appeals 
court ruling that upheld government limits on 
indecent broadcasts to the hours between 10 PM 
and 6 AM. 


The news media and civil liberties groups had 
challenged the rule as a violation of the right to 
free-speech. The appeals court had ruled last 
summer that the rule was justified by the 
government’s overriding and compelling interest 
in protecting the nations children. 


Since 1987, the FCC has deemed as indecent 
all explicit references to such things having a 
prurient meaning. Unlike obscenity, indecency is 
protected by the First Amendment’s free-speech 
guarantee. 
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The high court’s action, taken without 
comment, quite literally opens the door to 
prosecuting almost anyone who transmits legally 
indecent language during hours when young 
children may be listening in. This could even 
include transmissions made by ham radio operators 
if the FCC so decides to invoke the rule. 


The FCC has long held that a violation in any 
one service is no different that a violation in any 
other. For the FCC, this Supreme Court decision 
could be what it has been waiting for so that they 
can at least remove the most egregious offenders 
from the air. The only question is, will they act? 


ORD TRAVEL STATION 


WB9YBM reports from Chicago that a radio 
station that recently came on the air locally is on 
870 KHz, transmitting travelers’ information from — 
O’Hare Airport. Because of nearby stations, it’s 
hard to hear it outside airport grounds, But with 
night time propagation AM band DXers might like 
to listen for it. 


RECENT PIRATE CALL SIGNS 


KGOEI reports via packet radio on several 
pirated call signs he has spotted in recent days. 
KGOEI says that over 22% of the calls that he 
worked in the recent SSB Sweepstakes either have 
no address which matches the State given, are not 
available in callbook or listed in most recent 
Buckmaster CD Rom. Add the Pirates to this list 
and it makes life interesting. 


“BEST FIST” NOMINATIONS DUE 


AMSAT North America says that it has already 
received a number of “Best Fist” nominations from 
the 24th annual Straight Key Night on OSCAR, 
held 1 January 1996. If you participated and 
haven’t yet nominated someone you worked for | 
“Best Fist” honors, please take a moment to do so 
now. Nominations should be addressed via 
Internet, to: w2rs@amsat.org or via U.S. mail to 


Continued on page 50 
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~~ Elmer's 
(| Corner 


By Paul E. Wilkins, 
ABACY 


MOBILE the way it WAS 


The early vacuum tubes used filaments 
powered by low voltage flashlight type batteries. 
However, in the interest of putting radios in 
automobiles with their six volt lead acid batteries, 
the six volt filament tube was designed. 


You can buy a 6.3 volt filament transformer at 
Radio Shack and there were many hundreds of 
different vacuum tube designs produced that used 
the six volt filament voltage. Tube designators 
began with the filament voltage, hence the 6C4, 
6AU6, 6BQ7, etc. 


During WW2, military equipment was 
developed that used more efficient twelve volt lead 
acid batteries, and vacuum tube filaments went 
along and tube designators changed to 12AU7, 
12BH7, etc. You can go to Radio Shack and also 
buy a twelve volt filament transformer. 


After WW2,*automobiles adopted the twelve 
volt battery and that was the kiss of death for the 
six volt tubes. They were used in early TV sets 
and the first electronic computer used thousands 
of 6SN7 type tubes but they were generally larger, 
had only octal bases (8 pins), and generated a lot 
of heat. 


So much for the filaments, how about the few 
hundred volts for those vacuum tube plate and 
screen voltages? These were generated for 
receivers using an electromagnetic vibrator. This 
was a plug-in unit about two inches in diameter 
and six inches high that was modeled on a doorbell 
buzzer. What they did was switch the low voltage 
battery across a transformer primary first in one 
direction and then in the other to make a rough 
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square wave alternating voltage. From there it was 
stepped up in the transformer, rectified, and filtered. 
The vibrator buzzed at 60 to 100 Hz. If it didn’t, a 
good thump would get it going because it had 
mechanical contacts that eventually corroded 
because of sparking or it lost spring tension. Some 
of them were sound proofed with a sponge rubber 
jacket. 


For higher power for a mobile transmitter there 
was the Genie-motor. This was a 3 pound DC motor 
driven DC generator that put out 200-300 volts at 
several hundred mills. On a push-to-talk you had 
to wait a second or so for the generator to come up 
to speed. You also had to contend with a whine 
from the rotational speed. For this reason these little 
generators were often located in the car’s trunk 
along with the transmitter chassis. You didn’t talk 
too long either because they got hot in a hurry. 


Ignition noise on ten meters was severe. Spark 
plug wires were real noise broadcasters. You could 
put resistors in the spark plug leads to limit the 


current and you could try to shield the ignition — 


wires as well. Today, spark plug cables come with 
all that built-in. You electrically bonded the fire 
wall to the chassis to gain some shielding, and put 
metallic powder in the tires to cut down on static 
discharges. From a home location you could hear 
a car on ten meters two blocks away just from the 
ignition noise. 


Only mobile antennas haven’t changed much. 
They were generally bumper mounted because 
trunk lids in those days were too vertical, and wheel 
wells were much narrower than they are today. You 
had bottom, center, top loading coils and capacitor 
top hats for low band operation. There were no 
dual banders so you pretty much stuck to one band. 


Two meter mobile was nearly impossible 
because decent circuit components to work that 
high in frequency weren’t invented until the 1950’s. 
I do have a record of ham mobile support for the 
Inauguration day parade in 1941 on two and one 
half meter phone, those were brave men with their 
vibrapacks, they had a range of two miles! 
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DX DX DX 


By John Kanode, 
N4MM 


SCARBOROUGH REEF APPROVED AS A 
DXCC COUNTRY BY ARRL BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS 


At the recent ARRL Board of Directors’ 
meeting which was held in Savannah, Georgia, it 
was voted to accept the recommendation of the 
Membership Services Committee to add 
Scarborough Reef to the DXCC Countries List. 


The DXCC Desk will start accepting QSL 
Cards for Scarborough Reef on or after April 1, 
1996. Cards received before that date will be 
returned without action. The DXCC Desk has 
announced that the start date for Scarborough Reef 
is January 1, 1995. The first accredited operation 
took place in April of 1995. The 1994 DXpedition 
did not qualify as a land based operation. The 
Membership Services Committee voted 5 to 2 to 
recommend that Scarborough Reef be added to the 
DXCC 


Ever since the petition was filed with the 
DXAC to consider this area for DXCC Country 
status, it has created controversy. The biggest 
problem was and still is that some do not 
understand how the process works and do not have 
a complete understanding of the DXCC Rules. Also 
emotions and personal animosity have entered in 
the situation. It seems like about every five years, 
the DX Community goes through one of these 
situations. Several years ago, it was the 4UIVIC in 
Austria and before that the Pribilof Islands off the 
coast of Alaska. The story of Scarborough 
misunderstanding and unfounded emotions. Now 
that Scarborough Reef and Pratas Island have been 
added to the DXCC List, I am sure planning is 
taking place now to activate them in the near future. 
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Also at the Board of Directors’ meeting, I made 
a motion to assign a committee the task to review 
the entire DXCC Program and make necessary 
recommendations in order to encourage broader 
participation, make the program more equitable, 
create better understood criteria for DXCC 
“Countries”, improve the process of reviewing 
requests for additions and deletions to the ARRL 
DXCC List and increase efficiency in the 


‘administration of the program. This motion, 


DXCC-2000 was passed unanimously. 


Also at the recent ARRL Board Meeting, a 
motion was made and passed to accept the new 
Terms of Reference regarding Advisory 
Committees. March 1996 QST will have complete 
details. 


APPROVED OPERATIONS 


The documentation has been received and 
approved for the following operations: 


3A/IYRL 3A/KIOWC 3A/I2MOV 
3A/I1ZB 3A/I8FXT 3W5FM 
4B9CQ 6Y5/DLIDA 7P8CW 
7Q7DC 8Q7CW 9J2CE 
ONIAN ONISXW ORIA 
CN2NI D2RU DUI/SM5ENX 
HI/DLIDA HS@ZCJ HS/DF8AN 
HS/KM4P __‘J3J J3X 
J3Y TT8BP TY8G 
VK9LX VK9LZ VK9NM 
VK9XRS VR2/DF8AN VU2/DJ9RB 
XT2DP XZ1A XZ1HT 
OAS XZ1Z ZA/PB@AIO 
ZA/PA@HTR ZKIDI ZL7CW 
ZL7PYD ZVOTI 

UPCOMING DX CONTESTS 


ARRL Int'l DX, phone 
Bermuda Contest 
Russian DX Contest 
CQ WW WPX, phone 


March 2-3, 1996 

March 16-17, 1996 
March 16-17, 1996 
March 30-31, 1996 


Continued next page 


Page 13 


DX DX DX, from page 13 


TIDBITS 


The Icelandic Radio Association is offering an 
award for working Icelandic (TF) stations in 1996. 
Contacts made between January 1, 1996 and 
December 31, 1996 count for the award. A11 bands 
and modes may be used. The requirements are that 
Icelandic stations must work 7 TF stations and all 
others must work 2 TF stations. Contacts with 
stations signing /TF are NOT valid for this award. 
Contacts do not have to be confirmed with QSL 
cards but you should send a list showing all QSO 
details. Fee for the award is 8 IRC’s or $5.00 US. 
Applications go to IRA Awards Manager, 
Brynjolful Jonsson, TFSBW, PO Box 121, IS-602 
Akureyri, Iceland. 


The DXAC plans to vote soon on “Should 
Mount Athos (SV/A) be deleted or removed from 
the DXCC Countries List?” This so called 
“country” was added to the list many years ago 


when there was a separate administration clause 
in the DXCC Rules. 


The Kermadec DX Association has announced 
a DXpedition to Raoul Island in the Kermadec 
Group in May of 1996. They have the “Operating 
License” and the “Permit To Land” on the island. 
The call sign issued is ZL8RI. They plan to be 
operational for 11 days and it will be multi mode 
and multi band operation. The team of operators 
will be ZL2DX, Chris; ZL2TT, Ron; ZL2AL, Lee; 
ZL2HU, Ken and WA3VYN, Al. They will be 
adding one more operator. This trip will cost about 
$25,000 and donations would be appreciated. If 
you would like to make a donation, send it to: The 
Kermadec DX Association, PO Box 56099, Tawa, 
Wellington, New Zealand. 


Sid Molen, VK2SG became a silent key. He 
was very active in RTTY and received the first 
RTTY DXCC in Australia. He, along with VK2EG, 
started the VK2SG RTTY DX Notes which 
appeared in many publications and DX newsletters. 


FAR Scholarships 


THE FOUNDATION FOR AMATEUR RADIO, INC., plans to administer fifty-seven (57) 
scholarships for the academic year 1996-1997 to assist licensed Radio Amateurs. The Foundation, 
composed of over seventy-five local area Amateur Radio Clubs, fully funds eight of these 
scholarships with the income from grants and its annual Hamfest. The remaining forty-nine 
(49) are administered by the Foundation without cost to the various donors. 


Licensed Radio Amateurs may compete for these awards if they plan to pursue a full-time 
course of studies beyond high school and are enrolled in or have been accepted for enrollment 
at an accredited university, college or technical school. The awards range from $500 to $2000 
with preference given in some cases to the pursuit of certain study programs or to residents of 
specified geographical areas (Delaware, Florida, Maine, Maryland, New Jersey, Ohio, 
Pennsylvania, Virginia and Wisconsin). Amateur Radio clubs are encouraged to announce these 
opportunities at their meetings, on their nets, during training classes, and in their club newsletters. 


Additional information and an application form may be requested by letter or QSL card, 
postmarked prior to April 30, 1996 from: 


FAR Scholarships 
6903 Rhode Island Avenue 
College Park, MD 20740 
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Traffic 
Fun 


By Geri Sweeny, 
N4GHI 


MAGIC 


A word to sum up the fun, mystique, and 
adventure of making that first QSO with another 
amateur radio station. Whether picking up a mike 
or using a key, the unknown of communicating with 
another station, perhaps hundreds/thousands of 
miles away, is exciting. I found that I was so excited 
on my first CW contacts that I needed to write out 
some basic information - like my name and city 
(Alexandria), so I wouldn’t get lost spelling it in 
the middle of the word. I couldn’t wait to hear the 
QTH of my fellow voyager and find out a bit of 
his world. 


Today, we live in a world that can communicate 
easily with a mobile phone from anywhere to 
anywhere. We really don’t need amateur radio to 
send messages when there is an emergency. But, 
traffic handlers can still be of great service to their 
community. Whether sending traffic at a ‘First 
Night’ event, or throughout the year, we can 
acquaint others with the amateur radio. Folks still 
enjoy receiving a message. They often wish to send 
a message back. This, along with the many 
remarkable traffic handlers that one meets along 


the way, still makes amateur radio magic. 


WA3YLO: Tony (Bowie, Md) has handled 
traffic for 12 years. He’s on 2 meters, Section, 
Region, and Area nets. He is a liaison to the 
International Assistance and Traffic Net (ARRL’s 
international traffic net). He’s one of the guiding 
lights for Maryland’s renown slow CW net. He’s 
very active in FAR (currently VP). He became an 
Extra class so to assist in the VE testing program. 
He has taught amateur radio classes for 10 years. 
He helped plan and implement amateur radio’s 
Bicentennial of the Constitution celebration 
(Maryland and the other original 13 states). 


Tony feels that all of these activities have 
helped to repay the fun and enjoyment he has 
gained through amateur radio. Amateur radio is 
both a means and an ends. While handling traffic 
is quite enjoyable as a means, it has a beneficial 
end for those receiving a message. It’s a win, win 
hobby. 


NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTION: Get more 
involved in amateur radio. 


BTN (Balt. TfcNet) 6:30PM 146.67 
NVTN (NoVaTfcNet) 7:30PM = 147.30 
VTN (VaTfcNet) 1:00PM 3907 
MEPN (MdEmerPhoneNet) 6:00PM 3920 
VSBN (VaSidebandNet) 6:00 PM = 3947 
VNE (VaNet - Early) (CW) 7:00PM 3680 
MSN (Md Slow Net) (CW) 7:30PM 3717 
VNL (VaNet - Late) (CW) 10:00 PM 3680 
MDD (MdDe) 10:00 PM 3943 
VLN (Va Late Net) 10:15PM 3947 


The Foundation for Amateur Radio regrets reporting the passing of Ann M. Swafford 


on Wednesday, January 24, 1996. 


Ann was the wife of John Swafford, W4HU, who is the Circulation Manager of Auto 
Call magazine and Station Manager for W3DOS, the Department of State Amateur 
Radio Club, and a Trustee to the Foundation for Amateur Radio. 


Our thoughts and prayers are with John and his family during this difficult time. 


March 1996 


s 


AU TOL: ICALL 


Page 15 


EDITOR'S CORNER, from page 5 


I strapped on the harness and slowly made my 
ascent to the top. After about three minutes on the 
tower, I quickly learned tower lesson #2: Never 
attempt to climb a 40 foot tower in Reebok tennis 
shoes. The pain in the arch of my feet from 
standing on the support braces was very attention 
grabbing. 


After coming back down, Katherine and I took 
a short trip to the local department store. Thirty 
minutes and forty dollars later, we returned with a 
new pair of industrial strength, steel reinforced, 
double insulated, high grade, super traction, semi- 
automatic, size eleven work boots. Returning to 
the tower, the steel shanked boots proved to be a 
very worthwhile investment. 


Following Tony’s instructions, I secured the 
gin-pole clamp to the side of the tower as high as I 
safely could. Since the gin-pole was designed for 
a tubular frame, and this tower’s frame was angled 
steel, the gin-pole clamp would not seat completely 
around the fraine. I had to improvise by resting 
the weight of the gin-pole clamp on a cross support 
brace and lashing the pole to the frame with lots of 
rope. Tower lesson #3: If you are improvising on 
a tower, make sure you have plenty of rope with 
you. 


I was actually starting to like this tower 
climbing thing. At the top of the tower, I let the 
safety harness work its magic as I leaned back and 
used both hands to loosen the U-bolts holding the 
tri-bander to the mast. The line from the top of the 
gin-pole was secured to the antenna at its center of 


gravity. 


My main concern at this point was to make 
sure that the antenna stayed clear of the power lines 
nearby. (My request to have the power company 
turn off all power east of the Mississippi fell on 
deaf ears.) 


As each of the bolts holding the antenna to the 
mast was removed, Tony was on the ground 
holding the gin-pole line taut to ensure that the 
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antenna wouldn’t come crashing down on my head 
when the last bolt was removed. When the antenna 
separated from the mast, I secured a line to one of 
the booms which Katherine controlled to maintain 
vertical polarity as the antenna was lowered. 


Tony slowly lowered the antenna while I cut 
the electrical tape holding the coax to the side of 
the tower. About halfway down, tower lesson #4 
was quickly learned: Never attach a gin-pole to 
the same vertical frame of the tower where the coax 
feeds down. The coax was trapped between the 
gin-pole rope lashings and the tower frame. 
Fortunately, we were able to pull the coax up 
through the frame just enough to allow the antenna 
to reach the ground where Tony and Katherine 
disconnected the coax leads from the antenna. 


The antenna looked much bigger on the ground 
than it did 40 feet in the air. While I was moving 
the gin-pole to the next lower section of the tower, 
Tony and Katherine started dismantling the 
antenna. With the precision of a finely tuned Swiss 
watch, Katherine systematically numbered every 
point on the antenna where pieces were connected. 
She placed the nuts and bolts in separate plastic 
baggies which were marked to correspond with 
where they were removed from the antenna. (Smart 
gal, I think I'll keep her!) 


Meanwhile, Tony and I tried to figure out how 
to get the sections disassembled. We figured that 
it would be best if we removed the top section first, 
instead of the bottom section. The only problem 
was that the bolts holding the mast to the rotator 
were somewhat rusted. That meant we’d have to 
lower the 8 foot section and the 10 foot mast 
together. As long as the gin-pole line could be 
secured above the center of gravity, we could lower 
the 18 foot mast and section combination using a 
guide rope to keep it vertical. I secured the gin- 
pole line to the horizontal antenna clamp still on 
the mast, and secured another line at the bottom of 
the top section for alignment. Enter tower lesson 
#5: If you use a lot of rope, always make sure that 
you keep the lines from tangling around the tower 
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or around you. At one point, I felt I was in elevated 
bondage. Kinky perhaps, but not very safe. 


After removing the six 3/4" nuts securing the 
top and second sections, Tony exerted force on the 
gin-pole line to raise the section up a few inches to 
clear the top of the tower. Unfortunately, the section 
did not want to budge. After considerable pushing, 
shoving, and bribing, we were able to free the 
section from its roost. Tony lowered the section 
and we removed the mast from the rotator on the 
ground. 


The next section disassembled rather quickly 
and very nicely. The gin-pole was lowered to the 
next section and re-secured on the tower frame. 
Everything seemed to be running smoothly, until 
IT happened. As I was loosening the clamp on the 
gin-pole, the T-bolt that secures the adjustable pole 
broke. Egads! Now what? Tower lesson #6: 
Should anything ever break while using borrowed 
equipment, make sure you apologize profusely, 
even if it wasn’t anyone’s fault. 


After scratching our heads for a while, Tony 
employed analytical reasoning and cranial 
innovation to achieve satisfactory utilization of the 
aforementioned structure lowering device in its 
current state of malfunctionality by securing the 
horizontal aluminum plate which previously held 
the signal receiving device to the vertically oriented 
metallic tubular support in such a fashion that the 
conjunctive weight of the securing clamp on the 
structure lowering device nested on one or more 
diagonal cross support braces of the structure in 
question and secured with various lengths and 
thicknesses of a pliable material with an enduring 


tensile strength. Enter tower lesson #7: Never use 
ten-dollar words to write a fifty-cent editoral. (And 
yes, I do work for the federal government.) 


Finally, only the bottom section remained. I 
removed the safety harness, since I figured I 
wouldn’t need to climb more than 12 inches to 
disassemble the bottom section. The bottom 
section was attached to three base supports that 
protruded from the concrete base. However, when 
the tower was originally installed, concrete had 
been poured over one of the supports, partially 
covering the bolts holding the bottom section to 
the support base — Out came the chisel and 
hammer. We had to chip away the concrete 
covering the two bolts from this support. After 
about 30 minutes of pounding, the bolts were freed 
from their concrete captor, and we were able to 
easily lift the bottom section from the support 
braces. 


We loaded up Tony’s truck with the tower 
sections, antenna pieces, and about 10 zillion feet 
of coax. After cleaning up the work area, we 
headed back to Calvert county. We were a little 
exhausted, but feeling very accomplished. 


Although we ran into some snags during the 
day, I felt good about my first tower experience. 
Climbing 40 feet up a 15" wide structure and 
dangling at the top wasn’t so bad after all (I thought 
to myself). In fact, I’m looking forward to doing it 
again someday soon. Next time however, I’ll have 
that ‘preparation’ word with me! 


73's, de KA@SEY, John 
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FCC HIGHLIGHTS, from page 7 


band systems; improvement of communication 
under poor signal-to-noise conditions; improved 
communications in selective fading and multipath 
environments; and the ability to accommodate 
more communication channels simultaneously in 
the same spectrum. (Ed: one might add that use 
of spread spectrum might enhance the use ability 
to amateurs of UHF/SHF bands allocated to the 
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amateur service on a secondary, non-interference 
basis). 


Another development in spread spectrum 
comes from TAPR (Tucson Amateur Packet Radio 
Group). TAPR President Greg Jones, WDS5IVD 
announced formation of a Spread Spectrum Special 
Interest Group (SIG), chaired by Barry McLarnon, 
VE3JF. Jones said “The emphasis of this SIG is 
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x *% 1996 Virginia QSO Party 
SPARE Sponsored by the Sterling Park 
% > Amateur Radio Club 


The Virginia QSO Party will be held March 16- 18, 1996. Contest times are from 1800 UTC on March 
16 through 0500 UTC on the 17th, and from 1100 UTC March 17th through 0200 UTC on March 18. 
Plan to participate and help us meet the goal of activating ALL 95 Virginia Counties during the contest. 


Work fixed stations once per band/mode. Out-of-State stations work Virginia stations only. No cross- 
mode or repeater QSO’s. Work VA mobiles in each county they operate. Mobiles or fixed stations on 
county lines count as one QSO and as many county multipliers as they offer. Count fixed stations only 
once as multipliers. VA mobiles receive a bonus of 100 additional points for each Virginia county in 
which they log a valid QSO. WINDOWS based logging software should be available from WA4ZAJ, 
NJ4F or the Ham Radio Forum on COMPUSERVE. 


Exchange QSO number and QTH (County for VA stations; state, province or DX country for others). 
VA mobile stations log QSO’s by county of operation. Identify all QSO’s with band/mode, sequential 
QSO number sent/received and date/time of contact in UTC. 


Frequencies: 160 meters and up, except no WARC band QSO’s permitted. Suggested frequencies: 
CW — 1805 KHz and 50 KHz up from band edge on others. PHONE —1845, 3860, 7260, 14260, 
21360 and 28360 KHz. Novice/Tech Plus—10 KHz up from the edge of the CW band and 28360 KHz 
on PHONE. VHF — 50.125, 147.48 and 223.50 MHz. All frequencies plus or minus QRM and nets. 
No Repeater or cross-mode QSO’s. 


Scoring: Count 1 point per Phone, 2 points per CW, and 3 points per VA mobile QSO (Phone or CW). 
Virginia fixed stations multiply QSO points by the total number of VA counties, U. S. states, Canadian 
provinces and DX countries. No extra multiplier for U.S.: VE, KH6 or KL7 (count as states or provinces 
only). Mobiles add to the Virginia fixed station score 100 bonus points for each Virginia county in 
which a valid QSO was logged. Outside of VA, multiply QSO points by the number of VA counties 
worked (maximum of 95) to obtain final score. Stations in Virginia independent cities follow the USA- 
CA award guidelines for county multiplier. Send SASE to address below for sample log, summary 
sheet and Virginia counties list. 


Follow standard ARRL contest guidelines. Multi-operator stations must indicate all operators by call 
and will be in a separate category. Paper Logs, Summary and Dupe sheets required; No disks please. 
Summary sheet should include name, mailing address, call sign, number of counties in which operated, 
license class, club name and a signed statement that all contest rules and regulations have been observed. 
QRP stations please include a signed statement that transmitter output power was 5 watts or less at all — 
times. Dupe sheets by band and mode are required for 200 or more QSO’s. For Club Competition 
(minimum of 3 valid club entries), be sure to indicate club name on summary sheet and log. Contestants 
using computer logging and reporting software are required to verify scoring and duping to ensure 
contest rules have been followed. 


Mail contest entries by April 15, 1996 to VIRGINIA QSO PARTY, Call Box 599, Sterling VA, 20167. 
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FCC HIGHLIGHTS, from page 15 


_the technology of spread spectrum rather than 
regulatory or political issues.” 


SIG discussion topics will include chipsets and 
modem products available in the marketplace, and 
their applicability to the Amateur Service; relative 
merits of direct sequence, frequency hopping and 
hybrids of these approaches; use of Code-Division 
Multiple Access and other multiple access 
techniques to build packet radio local-area and 
metropolitan-area networks; spectrum allocation 
and interference issues; and proposals for 
development projects, and information sources. 


To subscribe to the mailing list, send an e-mail 
message to listserv@tapr.org with the following 
line in the body of the message: subscribe ss 
FirstName LastName. 


Overall Regulation 
As of January 30th it appears that the much- 


debated Bill to overhaul the Communications Act 
of 1934 will soon become law. The Bill provides 


for continued existence of the FCC, since it must: 


oversee the Bill once it becomes law. 


FCC to move 


The following are excerpts from an item in the 
Washington Post for Jan, 24: 


After years of resistance, litigation and delay 
the Federal Communications Commission has 
agreed to move to Southwest Washington from 
downtown. Construction is set to start March 1 on 
a new building the FCC will lease in the Portals 
project at 455 12th Street. SW, according to the 
General Services Administration, which handles 
government real estate. The GSA earlier this 
month signed a supplemental lease agreeing that 
the FCC would rent 450,000 occupiable square feet 
in’ the complex for 20 years. - :...... Although 
Congress hasn’t actually appropriated funds for the 
FCC to move, Chairman Reed Hundt said “We 
should do what we are told to do and someone will 
find the money for us.” The FCC has about 1,750 
employees spread among six buildings near 19th 
and M streets NW. | 


(Ed: The new site is south of the Agriculture 
Department complex, which is bounded on the 
north by Independence Ave., on the south by D 
Street SW, on the East by 12th Street and on the 
west by 14th Street). 


What's wrong with this 


picture? 


hy 


The Official Journal of fhe Foundation For Amateur Radio, Inc. 


APRIL 1996 


That's right, there isn't one! Auto Call needs your pictures. 
Don't be shy, submit your good contrast photos for 
publication. Any picture of hams in action stand a good 
chance of appearing on the cover of a future issue of Auto ~ 
Call. Hams working contests, hams climbing towers, 
hams sitting at their stations, hams participating in ham 
related events . .. you get the picture. Then send it in. 
Don't let the April issue look like this. I have exhausted 
all available photos for publication, and may have to resort 
to publishing pictures from my summer vacation last year, 
and you don't want that. So grab a camera, focus on your 
favorite ham, and snap a shot or two! All photos will be | * 
returned with a SASE. See page 54 for more information. 


(? FCC Highlights » ARRL Report » VE Exams Schedule \ « 
RR Public Service Report « DX Column « Regional Hamfests ¥y 
WV u 


Club Reports » Shack Sales » Much More! 
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Amateur 
Radio 
Training 


John Forrest WZ4A 
6111 Burnett St., Alexandria, VA 22310 
(703)97 1-3905 


Please send announcements for training classes and club training contacts to WZ4A at 
the above address. Deadline is the 25th of the 2nd month prior to the Auto Call 
publication date (e.g., 25 December for the February issue). 


Club Training Contacts 


Alexandria RC 
Anne Arundel RC 
Arlington ARC 


Antietam Radio Assn. 


BRATS (Baltimore) 
Baltimore ARC 
Fauquier ARC 
Frederick ARC 
Herndon Rep’t Gp 
Laurel ARC 

Madras 

MD Mobileers ARC 
Montgomery ARC 
Mt. Vernon ARC 
NASA/Goddard ARC 
Ole VA Hams ARC, 
Pentagon ARC 

St. Marys Co. ARC 
Shenandoah Val ARC 
Southern MD ARC 
Southern Pax ARC 
Stafford Adult Ed 
Sterling Park ARC 
Tri-County ARC 
Vienna Wireless 
Woodbridge Wireless 


Rich Adamy KA4GFY 
Tony Young WA3YLO 
Fred Bardsley WD4DHW 
Robert Long KD3JK 

Joe Chidester W3SHZ 
Essex Community College 
Neil Spokes AB4YK 

Hal Silverman W3HWC 
Michael Weber WB8RDN 
Pud Reaver W3DQI 

Larry Ziecheck 

Bruce Colburn AA3KR 
Rocky Jones KC4UXO 
John Forrest WZ4A 

Vikki Gigante KA3PVS 
Charles Dale WA4YGI 
David Boyd K9MX 

Peter Butt WA3UMY 
Guy Black W4PSJ 

Vic Curtis WA3 YUV 
Dwayne Kincaid WD8OYG 
Jerry Mullinix AC4HK 
Forrest Snyder NSUTY 
John Creel WB3GXW 
Paul Wilkins AB4CY 

Jim Duffey WD4AIR 
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(703)644-3920 
(301)262-1917 
(703)533-0372 
(301)824-5132 
(410)602-0353 
(410)780-6854 
(703)364-3861 
(301)831-7946 
(703)450-2304 
(301)498-6293 
(301)984-6113 
(410)437-1891 
(301)216-5210 
(703)971-3905 
(301)249-2609 
(703)361-3091 
(703)659-6241 
(301)862-2214 
(703)722-4952 
(301)888-1388 
(410)586-2177 
(703)659-3905 
(703)430-4149 
(301)572-5124 
(703)560-2779 
(703)491-3170 
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Class Announcements 


[Editor's note: Please send all class announcements to the Training Coordinator, John Forrest 
WZA4A at 6111 Burnett St., Alexandria, VA 22310, (703)971-3905. Do not send class 
announcements or testing schedules to the Auto Call editor. Thanks! ] : 


NOVICE/TECHNICIAN CLASS: The Carroll County Amateur Radio Club will be sponsoring 
a Novice/Tech class, beginning the first full week of March, 1996. The class will consist of 
both theory and code training, elements 1A, 2, and 3A. For complete details and pre-registration 
information, contact: Dave Furman, KG6TU, (410) 875-0933 eves; or write to: Carroll County 
Amateur Radio Club, Inc., N/T Class, P.O. Box 2099, Westminster, MD, 21158. 


TECHNICIAN NO-CODE CLASS: The Old Virginia Hams will present a no-code technician 
class from March 26 through June 4, 1996 in room 3A at Stonewall Jackson High School, 
Manassas, VA. Classes will be held Tuesday evenings from 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM. Text is ARRL 
Publication “Now Your Talking’ 2nd edition available at local amateur radio stores. Contact 
Erv/KT4DS at (703) 335-1029. 


GENERAL CLASS: The Historic Electronics Museum Amateur Radio Club will provide 
Theory and Code classes for those wishing to upgrade from Novice/Technician to General 
Class. The Class will begin Tuesday, March 12, 1996 at 7:00 PM. The course will be held every 
Tuesday night for 12 to 13 weeks. The classes will be held at the Historic Electronics Museum 
in Linthicum MD. At West Nursery and Elkridge Landing Roads - adjacent to the BWI Marriott 
Hotel. To register please call: Gary Ryan W3GMY 410-969-0410 or Rol Anders K3RA 410- 
796-4792. ; 


GENERAL/ADVANCED CLASS: The Mount Vernon Amateur Radio Club and the First 


Christian Church (Alexandria) Boy Scout Explorer Post will present an upgrade amateur radio 


training course for the Advanced Class license. Morse code instruction will be included. The 
class will be held in the City of Alexandria beginning on 28 February 1996. There is no charge 
for the class; however, students will be required to provide their own ARRL license manuals 
and possibly other materials which will be provided at nominal cost. For information, contact 
John Forrest, WZ4A at (703)971-3905 or Bill Schmitt, KD4CNS at (703)960-9301. 


By Rich Regent, K9IGDF 


INE EDA VOLUNTEER.| | TO DEMONSTRATE THE 
YOUNG MAN, You EFFECTS OF ONE 
MILLION VOLTS 
CF STATIC 


no 


The Foundation For Amateur Radio, Inc. 


Washington, Re 


Volunteer JOHN FORREST WZ4A 

6111 Burnett St. 

Examiner : Alexandria, VA, 22310 

| 4 _ Cooperative (703) 971-3905 


* Effective July 1, 1996, the Extra Class written exam question pool (Element 4B) will change. It is 
anticipated that the new question pool will be significantly different from the old pool. Be sure to use 
study materials appropriate for the current question pool. 


* The maximum exam fee has been raised by the FCC to $6.05. 


* Copies of the complete (as of date) 1996 VEC Exam schedule from the Auto Call database are 
available. To obtain a copy, please send a large, self-addressed envelope with sufficient postage to 
cover 10 letter-size pages along with $2.00 to cover copying costs to WZ4A at the above address. 


1996 Schedule of Examinations 


Landover, MD - D.C.M. ARC (ARRL VEC) Walk-In, Contact: 
Freddie Battle NG3G (202)546-9348 (Day) (301)773-2898 (Evening) 


Elkins, WV (Mountain ARC VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Walter Corley KF8SX (304)637-0506 


Alexandria, VA - Mt. Vernon ARC (Laurel VEC) Walk-In Contact: Frank 
7 Mackey N4GUS (703)455-1510 
Note: Temporary location change starting in July. Call for directions 


Baltimore, MD - Moose ARC (ARRL VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: (410)889-5214 


Davidsonville, MD - Anne Arundel Radio Club (Laurel VEC) Walk-In 


Contact: Bob Israel WC3I (301)262-5083 


Laurel, MD - Laurel ARC (Laurel VEC) Pre-Registration Desirable, 
Limited Walk-In Contact: John Creel WB3GXW (301)572-5124 after 6 
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Smithburg, MD - MADRA (ARRL VEC). Walk-ins OK. 
Contact Mike, WB8VBW (301) 416-8447 box 110 


Glen Burnie, MD - Maryland Mobileers ARC (Laurel VEC) 
Pre-Registration Requested, Limited Walk-In 
Contact: Jerry Gavin NU3D (410)761-1423 


Stafford, VA - Stafford ARA (ARRL VEC) Walk-In/Pre-Reg. 
requirements unknown Contact: Jim McCloud N4LZJ (540)786-8012 


Landover, MD - D.C.M. ARC (W5YI VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Freddie Battle NG3G (202)546-9348 (Day) 
(301)773-2898 (Evening) 


Alexandria, VA - Mt. Vernon ARC (Laurel VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Frank Mackey N4GUS (703)455-1510 
Note: Temporary location change starting in July. Call for directions 


Davidsonville, MD - Anne Arundel Radio Club (Laurel VEC), Walk-In 
Contact: Bob Israel WC3I (301)262-5083 


Cumberland, MD - Mountain ARC (Mount. ARC VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Leo Patterson KQ8E (304)289-3576 
Gay Rembold W3DFW (301)724-0674 


Smithburg, MD - MADRA (ARRL VEC). Walk-ins OK. 
Contact Mike, WB8VBW (301) 416-8447 box 110 


Towson, MD - Baltimore ARC (ARRL VEC) 
Pre-Registration/Walk-In Requirements Unknown 
Contact: HAM-TALK (410)426-8255 
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Sterling, VA - Herndon Repeater Group (ARRL VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Mike Weber WB8RDN (703)450-2304 


Laurel, MD - Laurel ARC (Laurel VEC) 
Pre-Registration Desirable, Limited Walk-In 
Contact: John Creel WB3GXW (301)572-5124 after 6 PM 


Hagerstown, MD - Antietam Radio Assn. (ARRL VEC) 
Pre-Registration Requested - Some Walk-Ins Accepted 
Contact: Al Boyers N3NVT (301)733-6522 Days 
Bob Long KD3JK (301)824-5132 Evenings Before 9PM 


Annapolis, MD - Maryland Mobileers ARC (Laurel VEC) 
Pre-Registration Requested, Limited Walk-In 
Contact: Lois Turner KA3 VVQ (410)647-4178 


Landover, MD - D.C.M. ARC (ARRL VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Freddie Battle NG3G (202)546-9348 (Day) 
(301)773-2898 (Evening) i 


Elkins, WV (Mountain ARC VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Walter Corley KF8SX (304)637-0506 


Alexandria, VA - Mt. Vernon ARC (Laurel VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Frank Mackey N4GUS (703)455-1510 
Note: Temporary location change starting in July. Call for directions _ 


Baltimore, MD - Moose ARC (ARRL VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: (410)889-5214 


Davidsonville, MD - Anne Arundel Radio Club (Laurel VEC), Walk-In 
Contact: Bob Israel WC3I (301)262-5083 


Laurel, MD - Laurel ARC (Laurel VEC) 
Pre-Registration Desirable, Limited Walk-In 
Contact: John Creel WB3GXW (301)572-5124 after 6 PM 


- Remember to bring your license when upgrading! - 
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Smithburg, MD - MADRA (ARRL VEC). Walk-ins OK. 
Contact Mike, WB8VBW (301) 416-8447 box 110 


Glen Burnie, MD - Maryland Mobileers ARC (Laurel VEC) 
Pre-Registration Requested, Limited Walk-In 
Contact: Jerry Gavin NU3D (410)761-1423 


Stafford, VA - Stafford ARA (ARRL VEC) 
Walk-In/Pre-Registration requirements unknown 
Contact: Jim McCloud N4LZJ (540)786-8012 


- Landover, MD - D.C.M. ARC (WS5YI VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Freddie Battle NG3G (202)546-9348 (Day) 
(301)773-2898 (Evening) 


Alexandria, VA - Mt. Vernon ARC (Laurel VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Frank Mackey N4GUS (703)455-1510 


Davidsonville, MD - Anne Arundel Radio Club (Laurel VEC), Walk-In 
Contact: Bob Israel WC3I (301)262-5083 


Cumberland, MD - Mountain ARC (Mount. ARC VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Leo Patterson KQ8E (304)289-3576 
Gay Rembold W3DFW_ (301)724-0674 


Annapolis, MD - Maryland Mobileers ARC (Laurel VEC) 
Pre-Registration Requested, Limited Walk-In 
Contact: Lois Turner KA3VVQ (410)647-4178 


Laurel, MD - Laurel ARC (Laurel VEC) 
Pre-Registration Desirable, Limited Walk-In 
Contact: John Creel WB3GXW (301)572-5124 after 6 PM 
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Volunteer 
Examiner 


ar —__.. Cooperative 


EXAM FEES: 


* Check for appropriate exam fee. Fees and modes of payment 
for individual VECs and exam teams may vary. 

* ARRL VEC exams cost $6.05 

* Laurel VEC exams are free 

* Mountain VEC exams are free 

* W5YI VEC exams cost $6.05 


BRING TO EXAM: 


* Picture identification 
* Completed FCC form 610 (most VE teams will supply at exam) 
* Original and a copy of current FCC amateur radio license 
* Originals and copies of all active certificates of 
successful completion of prior exams 
* Exam fee (check or cash depending on VE team) 


“GRANDFATHER” CREDIT FOR ELEMENT 3B (GENERAL WRITTEN): 


* If you presently hold a Technician class license which was 
first issued prior to March 21, 1987, you may be 
grandfathered for Element 3B (General class written exam) 
by presenting the original and a copy of the license dated 
prior to March 21, 1987 to the VE team. It is your 
responsibility to prove that you are entitled to 
grandfathering. Do not lose your original license! 


RULES FOR SUBMISSIONS TO THE FAR VOLUNTEER EXAMINER COOPERATIVE: 
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. All submissions must be in writing 

. Date and day of week must be specified for each exam date 
Point of contact and phone number must be specified 

. Sponsor and location must be specified 

VEC must be specified 

. Exam dates up to 12 months in advance will be accepted 

. Deadline for submission is 25th of the 2nd month prior to 
publication date (e.g., January 25 for March issue) 
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S2- SHebeere@Nics - 


OF MARYLAND 
8524 DAKOTA DRIVE, GAITHERSBURG, MD 20877 


301-258-7373 


~ WANTED 
FOR CASH 


WE BUY 
USED ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT OF ALL KINDS. 
TRANSMITTERS, RECEIVERS, TRANSCEIVERS, 
ACCESSORIES AND JUNQUE BOXES. 
TEST EQUIPMENT, Too! 


CALL G*eG WITH YOUR USED 
FQUIPMENT NEEDS, OR COME BY AND 
SEE OUR EVER CHANGING STOCK. 


WE’RE WASHINGTON’S LEADING 
SUPPLIER OF BIRD WATTMETERS AND 
ELEMENTS, BOTH NEW AND USED. 
TRADES ACCEPTED 


MONDAY, TUESDAY & WEDNESDAY 
10:00 AM TO 5:00 PM 
AND BY APPOINTMENT 


VISA and MasterCard Accepted 


Antietam Radio Association W3CWC 
P.O.Box 52, Hagerstown, MD 21741 


PRESENTS 


The 1996 HAGERSTOWN HAMFEST 
and Computer Show 


ARRL Approved 


Sunday,.cMay «5 me k896 
Hagerstown Junior College 
Athletic, Recreation, and Community Center 


Admission $5.00 per person, 
Children under 12 admitted free. 


TAILGATING: 

A spacious area will be available near the Recreation Center. Spaces will 
be available for $5.00 each. Each tailgater must have paid for a general 
admission ticket before obtaining a tailgate space. Spaces will be 
available on a first come - first serve basis. There will be no reserved 
tailgate spaces. 


INDOOR VENDORS: 

A large indoor area awaits for commercial dealers and for those wanting a 
weatherproof area for their sales. Tables are available for $20.00 each. 
They are available for $15.00 each, in advance. Payment, in advance 
only, will reserve your tables. Payment is non-refundable. There is a 
limited number of electrical outlets available and you will be responsible 
for your own electrical cords. For Hamfest information contact Bill 
Harclerode, at (304) 274-3355 Check or money order only are accepted 
for pre-registration. 

TALK-IN: 

The frequencies to be used for information during the Hamfest will be 
146.940- or 146.520 simplex. 


All sales tax is the responsibility of the vendors to collect. 


ANNOUNCING | 
THE 1996 GREATER 


BALTIMORE HAMBOREE AND 
COMPUTERFEST 


HOST TO THE 


ARRL MARYLAND STATE CONVENTION 
SATURDAY, MARCH 30 AND SUNDAY, MARCH 31 
TIMONIUM FAIR GROUNDS - TIMONIUM, MARYLAND 


GIANT AMATEUR RADIO, COMPUTER AND 


ELECTRONIC FLEA MARKET, SHOW AND SALE 
FEATURING 
ARRL Convention Program and Banquet 
Giant Indoor and Outdoor Show and Sale Areas 
Over One Half Million Square Feet of Sales Area 
Three Buildings with Over 1,100 Indoor Spaces e Over 5 Acres Indoors 
Amateur Radio Manufacturers, Dealers, and Ham Fleamarket 
5 Acre Outdoor Hard Surface Tailgate Area e Premium Indoor Tailgate Area 
FCC. Amateur Radio License Examinations e Over 19,000 Attended in ‘95 


Many Show Special Bargains 


Three Buildings e Acres of Parking e Great Food 
Special Event Station Sponsored by ICOM 
SHOW WILL BE HELD IN ANY WEATHER 
Show Hours are: Saturday, 8 to 5 Sunday, 8 to 4 e Admission is $5.00 Each Day 
A Weekend Admission Ticket is just $8.00, Advance Sale Only! 
Sponsored by: The Baltimore Amateur Radio Club, Inc.e Post Office Box 95 e Timonium, MD 21094-0095 


Dial 410-HAM-FEST for Voice or FAX-Back Information. Anytime! 
Outside the State of Maryland, Dial 1-800-HAM-FEST (1-800-426-3378) 


R 


Be) 
T lb tIg & 
Bs) 
XE 


, F " 


MARYLAND RADIO CENTER 


Authorized Dealer for: 
Kenwood, Icom, TenTec, AEA, Kantronics, 
Spi-ro, Barker/Williamson, Alpha Delta, 
MEY, ARRL Books, Callbook, Sams Books, 
Mirage/KLM, Bencher,Cushcraft, Hustler, 
lakeview, Mounts, The Pouch, Diamond, 
Amidon, Butternut, Cable Factory, Larson, 
Nye, Vanco, VanGorden, Vibroplex, DRSI, 
Covercraft, Antenna Specialists, Diawa, 
Astron 


Baltimore 
695 Beltway 


Burtonsville 
X 


ationwide Order Line 
1-800-447-7489 


Baltimore 880-HAMM 
|| Washington 470-HAMM 
Laurel 725-1212 
FAX 725-1198 


Check-out our Technical Library! 


Please Note: Ham Exams 
are no longer held at MRC. 


Open Mon. - Fri. 10AM - 5PM 
Saturday 10AM - 3PM 


495 Beltway 


Alexandria 
Radio 
Club 


aa 


Meetings: Second Friday of each month, 8:00 
PM at the American Red Cross Bldg., 123 N. 
Alfred St., Alexandria, VA. 


Club Station: W4HFH. 

Repeaters: 147.315+, 444.600+ (Tone: 
107.2)(Cross linked/2MTR), 53.13, 224.82 
(Cross linked W/6MTRS), 919.6, 1282.6. 
Nets: Every Thursday evening at 8:00 PM, 
147.315/444.6. 

Information: Harry Jones, N4CW, (703) 790- 
9613. 


The next club meetings will be held on March 
8 and on April 12. Activities of the club have been, 
so far this year, providing communications for the 
George Washington Birthday Parade in Alexandria. 


This is one of the really enjoyable events of 
the year since the parade is a real home-town affair. 
This article is written before the parade with the 
assumption that it happens, considering the weather 
we have had this year it may be questionable. 


The next parade is the St. Patrick’s Day Parade 
on 9 March. We can use added help if anyone 
wants to join. This is also a very enjoyable event 
and the club has assisted the event with 
communications for almost 15 years now. 


Future events are: NCAC-RACES institute on 
4 May. This activity will be a day of training for 
hams supporting RACES/Public Service activities 
in the National Capital area. The first half of the 
day will be Disaster Training and the second half 
will be event participation/net control training/ 
orientation. 


Look for you at the next meeting 


Harry, N4CWP (703) 790-9613. 
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Meetings: First and Third Thursday of the 
month at 8 p.m. at the Davidsonville Family 
Recreation Center, Queen Anne Bridge and 
Wayson Roads off Maryland Route 214 near 
Annapolis. 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 
Davidsonville, MD 21035 

On The Air: 2030 Thursdays when there is 
no club meeting on 147.705/105. Tuesdays at 
2030 local time on 28.410. Wednesdays at 
2000 on 444.400. The Chesapeake Weather 
& Traffic Net on 147.705/105 at 1100 and 
1500 every weekend day and public holiday 
from April 1 to November 15. MSN (Mary- 
land Slow Net) every evening at 1930 on 
3.7170 Mhz. 

Information: Margaret (Holly) Bevan, 410- 
923-0229. 


308, 


The following AARC members received 
awards for services to the Club at the annual 
Awards Dinner held at Bay Ridge Inn on Friday 
January 26th: 


Plaques: Dick McKelvie/KE3HQ for his 
service as President in 95, Bob Baltz/N3MNT for 
his service as Treasurer for 93-95, Holly Bevan 
for her service as Vice-president for "95, Barbara 
White/N3OBU for her services as Secretary and 
club photographer for 94-95, Bob Usher/WU3E 
for his service as DFRC Representative, Lew 
Hendrixson/N3IJK for outstanding service as 
Director for 93-95, Charles Johnson/N3HFO for 
outstanding service as Director for 94-95 and Bob 
Israel/WC3I for outstanding service as Director for 
LOD. . 


Certificates: Katherine Stephens/N3PXG for 
significant contributions as editor of the “Ham 
Arundel News’ for 94-95, Tim Dugan/KA3Y YP 
for significant technical support for repeater 


Page 31 


operations, Dave Evartt/N6TAU for significant 
support of public service events, Will Dekroney/ 
N3MNW for significant contributions to AARC 
packet radio operations, Norm Chipps/N3RZU for 
significant contributions to AARC antenna 
systems, and to the following for sustained 
participation with the AARC Volunteer Examining 
Team: Charlie Tiemeyer/W3RMD, Bettye 
Tiemeyer/K3VRZ, Oscar Ramsey/NV3G, Herb 
Elkin/KA3FDO, Jeff Smith/N3OKY and Robert 
Kammer/N3POX. 


We wee saddened to hear of the death of Budd 
George/KA3EPZ. He died after shoveling snow 
at his home in Linthicum. Budd was. aclub member 
for many years, but had been mostly inactive for 
the last few. 


The January 13th VE testing session had to be 
canceled because of the deep snow at the DFRC. 
The next testing session will be held March 9th. 


73, Holly/N3BMB 


Antietam 
Radio 
Association 


Meetings: First and Third Tuesday of the 
month at 8 p.m. in the Conference Room at 
the Washington County Regional Airport, 
Showalter Road, Hagerstown, Maryland. 
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 52, Hagerstown, 
MD. 21741 

Nets: Tuesday 7 p.m. 146.940 MHz.; Wednes- 
day 7 p.m. 447.975 MHz.; Thursday 7 p.m. 
147.090 MHz. 

Repeaters: 147.09+ and 146.94 -, 
Information: Donnie Sue Mulligan/ 
KB3A00 (301) 582-2984 


We had a wonderful Christmas banquet at the 
Red Horse Steakhouse with an evening filled with 
entertainment, lots of fun and food. 


Jim Dula/N3PMP, the ARA president for the 
last two months of 1995, acknowledged all that 
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had served in 95, recognized who was going to 
serve in ’96, and handed out the Antietam Radio 
Association awards. CONGRATULATIONS to all 
the winners of the certificates and plaques!! 


Certificates were awarded to Fred Bailey/ 
N3HTN for getting the Hamfests started and for 
keeping them going and more, Ellen Hammons/ 
N3MZA for the spring picnic, Amanda Daywalt/ 
N3TVD for a special award for keeping Jim in line, 
Bob Long/ KD3JK for VEC and getting us into 
Hagerstown Junior College, Stan Klick/W3YGC 
for bicycle mobile and Field Day Site Coordinator, 
Bob Binau/KC3DW for Net Control, Carlo Belella/ 
K3ABH for stepping in at the last minute and doing 
all those last minute things with Editor of QRN _ 
and the Banquet, Bill Drager/K3UMV for Repeater 
Maintenance, Jerry Metz/W3BRZ for Repeater 
Maintenance and for Club Trustee, Donald 
Marsden/ KD3TY for Repeater Maintenance and 
Editor of QRN, Steve Blevins/N3MVL for 
Repeater Maintenance, Charles Mulligan/ N3MVR 
for Repeater Maintenance, Charles Anderson/ 
NF3X for Skywarn, Emergency Coordinator and — 
more, Art Snowberger/ KA3BOT for Repeater 
Maintenance, Donnie Mulligan/KB3AQO for 
Assistant Editor of QRN, Joe Rummel/NS3Q for 
Activities Manager for Public Events, Doug Lunde/ 
WA4IBY for Repeater Control Operator and 
Longevity. 


Plaques were awarded to Page Pyne/WA3EOP 
for the ARA Outstanding Amateur and to Ted 
Lawhead/WA3AAT for the ARA Ham Of The Year. 


Al Brown/WA3FYZ handed Page Pyne a 
plaque for the FAR Ham Of The Year. The column 
about Page is in the January Auto Call issue with 
Page’s picture on the front of the magazine. 


We were all awed with the magician and - 
comedian, Rich Lessig, who kept us in stitches 
most of the time he performed. 


The BLIZZARD of ’96 is something we will 
not easily forget, one that left us with 43 inches of 
snow from January 6th through the 12th, in 
Hagerstown. Stores, banks, malls, airports, and 
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schools (among others) were closed or opened later 
and closed earlier than normal. The children were 
enjoying the snow and we might if we could get 
out in it and make snowmen, angels, or go sledding, 
but it is a headache (and backache) to shovel all 
that snow and have no place to 


Have a good and GREEN St. Patrick’s Day! 


73, Donnie Sue 


Arlington 
Amateur 
Radio Club 


Meeting: Third Tuesday of each month, 7:30 
P.M., Red Cross building, 4333 Arlington 
Blvd., Arlington, VA. Nonmembers welcome! 


Net: Tuesdays (except meeting nights), 7:30 
PM., 144.87/145.47 Mhz FM. 
Information: Mike Callaham, NW3V @ 
WA3TAI, callaham@CapAccess.org, 

(703) 241-5618. 

LLBBS: Area 1 of Beachcomber Joe’s BBS 
(703) 243-0024. 


The Arlington Amateur Radio Club met on 
January 16 at the Arlington County American Red 
Cross Chapter House. 


The following officers were elected for 1996: 


President: Mike Callaham, NW3V 
Vice Pres: Dennis Bodson, W4PWF 
Secretary: Walt Parsons , KT4EL 
Treasurer: Tom Protz, N4BYF 
Activities Chair: Jack Reed, WA4FXX 
Editor: Joe Shepherd, AA4RA 


Our guests included: Brian Stevenson, 
KE4WGI and Abdalla Bashir, who is working on 
his ticket. George, KR4MU reported that he got 
caught at the Skywarn Control Center at the 
beginning of the Blizzard of 96 and spent three 


nights camping out in the Center. The Virginia 
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Emergency Net Alpha (3910 kHz) was open 


‘between 0800 and 1615 with five operators 


(including Ray Williams, N4TRX), but there was 
very little traffic. Virginia Emergency Net Bravo 
(3947 kHz) which includes Packet, was not opened 


by the VA EOC. 


Tom, N4BYF reported the planning for The 
American Red Cross 10k race in Arlington, 
scheduled for May 19, is proceeding well. A good 
number of sponsors have agreed to support the race. 
There was a discussion of getting an AARC article 
in every edition of Auto Call. It centered around 
getting the AARC Logo posted even if we did not 
have an article, which appears to be against Auto 
Call's editorial policy. Walt, KT4EL stated that 
he will make a serious effort to submit a monthly 
report, even if it is only a brief paragraph. 


Jack Reed, WA4FXX presented an interesting 
program on INSPIRE which is an acronym for 
“Interactive NASA Space Physics Ionosphere 
Radio Experiments”. One of the principal 
objectives of INSPIRE, a non-profit educational/ 
scientific corporation, is to provide an interesting 
vehicle to motivate high-school students towards 
the scientific, engineering and computer fields of 
study and work. 


Since 1990, INSPIRE has been'involved in the 
investigation of VLF (very low frequency, 2 to 10 
kHz) radio signals in the atmosphere, ionosphere 


-and magnetosphere. These radio signals are both 


manmade, such as the OMEGA navigation system 
transmissions, and naturally occurring, most of 
which originate from lightning. Jack demonstrated 
these signals using an actual recording of the 
“sferics (sharp popping emissions, like the sound 
of a campfire), tweeks (ringing) and whistlers 
(smoothly descending tones)”. Actually, they all 
sounded like ‘“‘static’” to us hams; however, when 
accurately timed and recorded at many dispersed 
stations, and analyzed, this information will add 
to the scientific understanding of the ionosphere, 
the magnetosphere and the behavior of 
electromagnetic waves. 
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During the past six years, INSPIRE has provided 
over 1100 radio receiver kits to student/groups to 
take observations. 


On February 10, a workshop, to inform local 
science teachers about INSPIRE and assemble 
radio kits used to capture VHF signals, will be 
conducted at Gallaudet University. Several AARC 
members have signed up to assist in the building 
of the kits. 


With our new officers, we are looking forward 
to 1996. 


73, Walt, KT4EL 


Capital City 
Amateur Radio 
Society 


Meetings: 3rd Saturday of each month at 1200 
hours at the Woodridge Public Library, 18th 
and Rhode Island Ave, N.E., Washington, D.C. 
Visitors welcome. 

Repeater: W3EIL 144.51/145.11 MHz, open. 
Nets: Regular net Wednesday at 2000 hrs, 
RTTY net Thursdays 2100 hrs, voice portion 
2145 hrs, all on 145.110. 
Mailing Address: CCARS, 4321 20th Street, 
N.E. Washington, DC 20018-3309. 
Information: Steve, W3ETX, (202) 526-1329 
or Chester, W3EIL (202) 529-9598. 


On Sunday January 7, 1996, Joe - K3UAL and 
Steve - W3ETX celebrated a birthday. Another 
memorable event also took place on that date. 
Mother Nature gave us a colossal snow storm 
dubbed “The Blizzard of “96”. 


The January 20th meeting of the Capital City 
Amateur Radio Society came off without a hitch. 
The snow had cleared and the “Budget Crunch” 
did not effect the Saturday opening of the 
Woodridge Public Library. All of us were elated to 
be back in our regular meeting place after being 
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away since October. Roberta N3RRD added joy 
to the occasion by walking in with several trays of 
her famous sugar and sugar free cookies. Could 
gourmet baking be her first hobby and ham radi 
second? 


Club members are reminded of the CCARS 
Annual Birthday Dinner Party at the Fort McNair 
Officer’s Club on February 14, 1996. This year, 
we celebrate our 17th year under a constitution 
signed by twelve (12) charter members on February 
29, 1979. 


Welcome Elliod Dent - N3BPO to the CCARS 
family. Elliod has been licensed since the early 
eighties. and is a. professional computer 
programmer. Congratulations to Cliff Harewood 
on his upgrade. Formerly KA3AUK is call is now 
N3VXX. 


Sharyn - KA3DOF (Rockville, MD) is perhaps 
the leading DX-er in CCARS. She has worked 
more than 273 countries and received 
confirmations from all - Way to go Sharyn! Her 
station was recently rendered inoperative by the 
forces of nature. Not to worry Sharyn, help i is on 
the way. 


The CCARS CENTURY CLUB wishes to 
thank you for renewing your annual subscription 
to the 145.110 MHz Auto-Patch System. Your 
continued financial support keeps our repeater up 
and running. Four digit access codes are available 
to contact Emergency Services in the Metro Area. 
All licensed amateurs are welcome use these ACCESS 
codes as needed. Codes are announced on our ; 
Wednesday night net. | 


73 Steve - W3ETX 


Remegsr all Subneeons for 


are due no later than the Ist of the 
month prior to the month of publication! 
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Central Maryland 
Amateur Radio Club 


Meetings: 4th Friday of the month at 7:30pm, 
at the Doctors Community Hospital, 8118 
Good Luck Road, Lanham, MD (no meeting 
in December). Enter in the Outpatient Test- 
ing entrance across from the Emergency Room 


entrance behind the main building. Take the 
elevator to the Sth floor and exit left, the meet- 
ing room (DSE Room) is on the right. 
Repeater: N3EZD/R 145.230 MHz. 

Net: Every Tuesday, 9:30pm, 145.230 MHz 
repeater. 

Mailing Address: Central Maryland Amateur 
Radio Club, P. O. Box 788, Greenbelt, MD 
20768-0788. 

Information: Oscar Ramsey, Pres - NV3G, 
(301) 262-3392. 


Eileen Smith, Director of Communications at 
Doctors Community Hospital, was CMARC’s 
special guest at our regular January meeting. Mrs. 
Smith discussed with us the hospital’s perceived 
emergency communications needs during various 
emergency situations, including cut telephone 
lines, power outages, and local disasters that may 
overwhelm regular communication links. CMARC 
agreed to participate in the hospital’s regular 
disaster drills, which occur twice yearly. 


Mrs. Smith also discussed with us how 
CMARC members could help’ with 
communications for 4-wheel drive vehicles during 
snow emergencies such as the recent Blizzard of 
706. CMARC members felt they could be of 
immediate service in this regard. At and 
subsequent to the meeting, Jim/KD3JA, collected 
a list of volunteers along with an inventory of 
equipment. On February Ist, he provided Mrs. 
Smith with information describing the level of 
communications CMARC could provide for the 
hospital’s 4-wheel drive program and how to 
contact CMARC members to mobilize for 
providing communications. Fourteen CMARC 
members volunteered for this inaugural effort. 
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Other business conducted at CMARC’s 
January meeting included passing a Bylaw change 
concerning club dues, initial planning for 
CMARC’s involvement in this year’s Greenbelt 
Labor Day Festival, the possible establishment of 
a CMARC HF net, and exploring activities with 
local Boy and Girl Scout troops. CMARC also 
decided to establish a regular informal Breakfast 
Meeting at 10 AM each 3rd Saturday. The location 
will be announced at an upcoming Tuesday evening 
net. 


73 de Jim/KD3JA 


Columbia 
Amateur Radio 
Association 


Meeting: 4th Tuesday of the month at 7:30 
p.m., at the Kiwanis Building at the Kiwanis/ 
Wallace Park off of Rte. 144, Ellicott City. 
Net: 147.135 repater at 8:30 p.m. each 
Tuesday except for meeting nights. 


Youth net: 147.135 repeater at 7:30 p.m. every 
Thursday. 

Repeaters: 147.735/147.135 (cross-linked to 
222.32/223.92); 147.990/147.390 (direct dial 
911); 222.32/223.92 (cross-linked to 147.735/ 
147.135); and 443.275/448.275. 
Information: Larry Russo, Pres - K3TFU, 
(301)725-2840. 

Mailing: P.O. Box 911, Columbia, MD 21044 


Our annual winter dinner (formerly called the 
“banquet”) was held on Jan. 20, 1996, at the 
Bethany United Methodist Church in Ellicott City 
(same great location as last year). CARA provided 
the ham, turkey, roast beef, soda, coffee, etc. 
Members brought appetizers, side dishes, salads, 
and dessert. Everything was delicious, so delicious 
in fact, that co-social chairperson, Dionne- 
KA3ZDL, suggested members submit recipes in 
order to have a recipe exchange column in our 
newsletter from time to time. Sounds like a good 
idea to me! 
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New Pres. Larry-K3TFU, in his brief remarks 
during a short business meeting before dinner, 
stressed that he was more interested in having 
members willing to work rather than in increasing 
numbers. Following his remarks, he presented 
certificates of appreciation to members who had 
contributed to the programs and operation of the 
club’s various projects. 


73’s, Jean Williams-KB3AOT 


Fauquier 
Amateur Radio 
Association 


Meeting: 7:30 p.m., Second Tuesday of the 
month except July, August and December. 
Shadow Lawn Recreation Center, Warrenton 
VA. Next meeting January 9, 1996. 

Breakfast: Last Saturday of the month at 
Western Sizzlin Warrenton VA 7:30 - 9:00 a.m. 


Net: Every Wednesday, 9:00 p.m, 147.165 
Mhz NZAN Repeater. 

Packet: KE4YVU FARA7 node 145.070 
Mhz with direct connect to FBBS9 


FBBS9 Bulletin Board 145.090 Mhz, 
FARAQ node 145.090 Mhz. 
Repeater: NZ4N/R 147.165 Mhz (+0.600 
Mhz) 
Newsletter: TOROID, Monthly. 
Information: Don, WY2V, (703)347-5745. 
Next Meeting: March 12. 


The blizzard of 96 made for some great ham 
times didn’t it? Work slowed, the rig was waiting 
in the basement, and the roads discouraged getting 
any real work done. Hope you took advantage of 
It. 


The Fauquier ARES was called out for 
emergency support at relief shelters throughout the 
county due to the blizzard. The members pitched 
in to help set up communications between all the 
Shelters and the EOC at the Sheriff’s office. 
Everyone did a great job: many thanks to all who 
helped. 
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The February meeting featured a special 
presentation by Will Marchant, KC6ROL, on the 
next SAREX mission. He explained how we can 
actually see the next launch due to the special path 
of the Shuttle up the East Coast. We also had a 
brief discussion on the club priorities that was 
planned for the January meeting but canceled due 
to the weather. Finally, several business topics 
were covered, including developing agreements on 
expenditures for North American and International 
Callsign Data bases and on ARRL video tapes for 
first quality amateur radio classes. 


Our March meeting will be the traditional Club 
Auction. We will have some special property from 
a number of sources with bargains by the truck 
load. SPECIAL REQUEST: If your company has 
excess property, consider asking for the property 
to be donated to FARA. This has been done many 
times in the past and has added lots of good stuff 
to the auction.. 


The Frost Fest in Richmond on 21 January was 
the first area hamfest of the year. Club members 
seen there included W4NFR (selling like mad), 
KE4QJH, KE4RQD, KE4TSP, KD4SV, and 
AB4YK. The highlight of the fest for club 
president Larry Walker was the joint Army and Air 
Force MARS meeting. FARA members AB4YK 
(AAR3DZ), KC4WSB (AAT3CO) and K4LLQ 
(AAT3PY) all received service awards from the 
state MARS Director. 


73, stay warm! Mark, KD6AKC 


WORLDWIDE DISTRIBUTION 


14803 Build America Drive, Bldg B 
Woodbridge, VA 2219] 
(703) 643-1063, (800) 444-4799 
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Green Mountain 
Repeater 
Association 


Meetings: Board of Directors, Last Monday 
of each month. 

Repeaters: KD3VR-146.61 (Cheverly), 
K3GXF- 146.88 (Greenbelt). 

Luncheon: First Saturday of each month at 
the Fountain Cafe, in the Laurel Shopping 
Center Mall, US Route 1 (Baltimore Ave.) and 
Cherry Lane. Starts at 11:30 AM. 

Mailing: GMRA, P.O. Box 523, Bowie, MD 
20715-0523 

Information: John Williams, N5SJZ, (301) 
805-5761. 


GMRA held it’s regular monthly luncheon 
meeting on Saturday January 6, 1996. What a great 
turnout Or members and guests. C.T., K3GXF had 
a count of 44 including family members. Last 
month’s Christmas luncheon meeting was held at 
the Old Country Buffet and this meeting was held 
at the Laurel Center Mall. 


The Board members and Control operators did 
a fantastic job in 1995 in keeping the two Repeaters 
up and running. Now they have accomplished 
another service by deciding to add Auto-Patch and 
the talking “‘S” meter to the 146.88 machine also. 
Thanks to Murray Green, K3BEQ, for all of his 
clever programming of messages on the two 
Repeaters. 


Membership in GMRA has been growing by 
leaps and bounds and we hope that it continues. 
The last count, I believe was 206 members as of 
Nov.17, 1995. We would like to welcome all of 
the new members and thank all of them for joining 
our ranks. The Board members are still working 
on trying to locate a new or at least a newer 
Repeater for either of the Repeater sites. The cost 
of these units is quite a priority. Any help would 
be appreciated. 


73, Ken Easton, N3HLY 
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Historical 
Electronics 
Museum Amateur 
Radio Club 


Meetings: Third Wednesday of each month, 
5:30 PM,In the Historical Electronics 
Museum, West Nursery Road and Elkridge 
Landing Roads. Linthicum, Maryland (Next 
to BWI Marriott Hotel). 

Net: Monday 8:00 PM, 146.67(—)/224.24(-) 
MHz (courtesy of BARC). 

Information: Gary Ryan, (410) 969-0410. 
Mail: P.O. Box 746, Mail Stop 4015, 
Baltimore , MD 21203. 

Street address: 1745 W. Nursery Rd., 
Linthicum, MD 21090. 


The January 17, 1996 meeting was primarily 
devoted to determining the areas of interest of the 
members and how those interests can best be served 
this. year. 


Two visitors to the meeting joined the club. 
HEMARC welcomes Tom Ostrosky, W4VFR and 
James Williams, NS3WKD. 


Copies of the revised VHF net protocol were 
issued for review at the next meeting. It should be 
noted that the HEMARC net welcomes any ham 
who is interested. 


The progress on the HEMARC ATY station 
was reviewed by Heru Wamsley, W3WVV. The 
relay problem has been essentially solved but there 
is need fora 12 V 15A power supply for the 70CM 
amplifier. 


The regional ATV group is scheduled to meet 
at the Museum. Any ham club that would like to 
hold its meeting at the Museum can_ initiate 
arranging this by contacting HEMARC through the 
VHF net or by calling Gary Ryan, W3GMY (410) 
969-0410. A tour guide from the Museum can be 
provided to fit the interests of the group. 
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The Maryland Mobileers course for General 
Class being held at the Museum is presently doing 
very well and is oversubscribed. HEMARC is 
considering a similar but smaller class to help meet 
the demand for this level of instruction. 


More volunteers are needed to assist in 
refurbishing fine but old ham and other electronic 
equipment that has been donate and should 
eventually be displayed. 


Members are also needed to provide more 
active ham shack operation during Museum hours. 


73 Chip, W4PBG 


/ {\ Laurel Amateur 

| Sx} Radio Club 

X RRS A Volunteer Examiner 
Coordinator 


Meetings: 4th Wednesday of each month (ex- 
cept November & December) 7:30pm at 384 
Main Street, Laurel Md. 

Social: 2nd Wednesday of each month, except 
December (Call for directions). 

Nets: Ist & 3rd & 5th Wednesdays, 8:30pm, 
on 147.225+, no tone. 

Mail: P. O. Box 3039, Laurel, MD 20709-0039 
Exams: 3rd Saturday of each month, to pre- 
register contact: John/WB3GXW (301) 572- 
5124 after 6 RM. 

Information: Jim/WI3N (301)725-6829 or 
Pud/W3DQI (301)498-6293. 


(N3MIJ Note: Just got back frorn two weeks 
in Florida where I had a great time enjoying the 
warm weather and attending the Crystal River 
Hamfest at Crystal River, Florida. My host was 
Ted/ND4K who introduced me to a number of 
hams who participate in the ““Mini-Mob” on 7.165 


_ Mhz at 06:45-0745 daily. — Now to catch up!) 


I missed the January club meetin g, but I’m sure 
much thanks goes to Bob Bruninga/WB4APR for 
his presentation to the club, Our February meeting 
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will feature Rich Boyd/KE3Q, who will give a talk 
on the DX cluster (145.570 MHz). He also will be 
telling us about DX contesting and the activities 
of the Potomac River Valley Radio Club. All who 
are interested in DXing should come out to hear 
KE3Q! 


Jim/WI3N, LARC President, has announced 
an ambitious 1996 calendar for the club to include 
getting additional training for involvement with 
emergencies and participation in ARES operations, 
Of course we’ll still be involved with a number of 
public service events during 1996 such as the 
Washington Birthday Marathon, the Montpelier 
Festival, the Laurel Main Street Festival and the 
Palotti Cross-Country Invitational Meet. : 


From time to time the LARC VEC receives a 
donation from appreciative hams who participate 
in the monthly test sessions conducted by the 
Laurel VEs. Our special thanks to John/K3ESS for 
his recent contribution. 


Last month I forgot to mention that we did have 

a great Holiday Banquet in December. There were 
60 LARC member attending and several special 
guests, i.e. Hugh Turnbull/W3ABC, Atlantic 
Division ARRL Direcior, Tony/WA3 YLO, Section 
Club Coordinator and Mr. & Mrs. Fred Frederick 
of Laurel, who have supported the LARC in many 
ways. HD/N3LFL and Pud/W3DQI did an 
outstanding job in planning the banquet. 


73 de Roger/N3MIJ 


Chapter X 


Pa 
= 


a Society “te 
of Wireless Piaucers 


THE INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION | 
OF PROFESSIONAL RADIO TELEGRAPHERS 


For Information Call 
(703) 536-9537 
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The Maryland 
Apple Dumpling 
Radio Amateur 
Society, Inc. 
Meetings: 2nd and 4th Thursdays - 7:00 P.M. 


NBC Building - WK YS Conference Room, 
4001 Nebraska Avenue, Washington, DC. 


Nets: 1st and 3rd Thursdays at 9:00 P.M. on 
145.45 MHz (PL-5A).  _ 

Repeaters: 444.100/449.100 MHz (PL-2A), 
145.45/144.85 MHz (PL-5A). 


WWW Address: _http://mvhsl.mbhs.edu/ 

~fwright(MADRAS.html 

Mailing: P. O. Box 2468, Wheaton, MD 20902 

Information: Larry Ziecheck - N3GKZ (301) 
984-6113, Jean Blacik N3PLC (301) 984- 

6113. 


It appears that 1996 came in with a roar, 
showering us with one of the worst blizzards-in 
many years. I haven’t seen that much snow at one 
time since I moved here from Minnesota. | 


Several of our club members who are active in 
ARES and RACES were kept busy during the first 
five days after the storm. Paul KQ3X, was net 
control for ARES in the District of Columbia and 
hams from several of the area clubs volunteered 
their time to be of assistance to those individuals 
who needed to get to hospitals and clinics for 
medical attention. Most of the people were in need 
of dialysis services and were extremely grateful 
for the transportation provided by the members of 
the ham community. We want to thank our club 
members who participated in this effort to be of 
service. They are Paul Washington KQ3X, Lenny 
Schacter N3RPQ, Quin Marsh N3KGM and Tom 
Taylor AA3MN. 


Our club vice-president, Michele Cimbala 
WK3xX, spent five days with the Montgomery 
County RACES group. They had a very large 
volunteer force and were shuttling doctors, nurses 
and patients to hospitals and clinics also. Both 
ARES and RACES were working around the clock 
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providing emergency services to those in need. 
Public service minded hams and four-wheel drives 
made a great combination during the Blizzard of 
06. Thank you one and all!!! 


“Project Night” at the MADRAS Clubhouse 
was a fun event. Time didn’t permit us to get to all 
the planned projects but we were able to make time 
for pizza and sodas to cap the evening. 


73’s .... Jean N3PLC 


The Maryland 
Mobileers Amateur 
Radio Club 


Meetings: First Friday of each month at 
the AA Co. EOC, Crownsville State Hospital 
grounds Crownsville, Md. 

Repeaters: WA3PJQ - 146.805 & 449.125 
both in Millersville, Md. 

Social Breakfasts: 15 days (3 Saturdays) after 
club mtg, at Rick’s Cafe in Odenton at 9 AM. 
Mailing: MMARC, P.O. Box 935, Severn, 
Md. 21144 

Nets: 2-Meter on 146.805 @20:30 local time 
every Monday, 10-Meter CW practice net 
@19:00 local time every Monday. 
Information: H. John Kohl, KO4A, (President 
-elect) 410-757-8148. Bruce G. Colburn, Sr. 
AA3KR, (PIO) 410-437-1891. 


Snow? What snow? Oh, you mean that snow! 
Anyone who hasn’t seen enough snow this winter, 
put your house up for sale and move north. 


Well, it was good to hear the Mobileers taking 
part at the Emergency Operations Center for Anne 
Arundel County during the Blizzard of 96. These 
volunteers and others were out there helping others 
while the rest of us were trying to dig ourselves 
out. Thanks. 


The Super Sunday Swapfest at the Odenton 
Fire hall was another big success this year. More 
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than 500 people attended this year. This event is 
the only fund raising event that the Mobileers run 
each year, and it is becoming very important to 
our budget, to enable us to branch out into other 
areas (like the new 440 repeater). I have taken 
part in helping for the three years we have held 
this event. All the hard background work (which 
starts in April for the following January) is a chore. 
Tom Wilkinson, KA3OMU, deserves credit for the 
coordination of all these efforts. 


Tickets, advertising, prizes, parking, signs, 
vendor sign-up, talk-in station, running the bank 
at the event, table setups the night before, and a 
hundred other items have to come together in order 
for a successful swapfest. To all the club members 
who volunteer with this work, you are helping 
maintain the ability of this club to exist. Hopefully 
everyone is still having fun while working. And 
to all of you who attended, thank you. And if you 
have a suggestion on how to improve our S wapfest, 
what you liked or didn’t like, let us know. Drop a 
line to our PO box, or drop me a line on packet, or 
on E-mail at BruceC007@AOL.COM. 


Speaking of the 440 repeater, it is up and 
working. There is tune up work to be done, but 
the knowledge gnomes in the tech cave are still 
working on the right magic dust to sprinkle around 
and bring the equipment up to snuff. These guys 
are out there at night and in cold weather working 
on some of this stuff. Good work so far guys. 


The upgrade to General class is moving along. 
We have 30 students in class, and hopefully a lot 
of upgrades in the near future. 


Anyone interested in ordering one of those 
super-duper, bright yellow MMARC jackets should 
contact Gary, W3GMY, who is putting together an 
order. And Phil, N3OLS, (better known as 
FLASH’) is taking orders again for those neat little 
intermod filters. I’ve got five Mobileers hats left, 
so see me at the next meeting if you want one, or 
you'll have to wait for the next ordering round. 


One last note. For those of you who pay your 
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dues late, remember the autopatch code changes 
in March, so if you haven’t paid up, no more calls 
home from the ATM machine near the Hamfests 
to find out if that really is the balance in the account 
until you pay your dues. See you at the next 
meeting, I hope. 


73, Bruce, AA3KR 


Metropolitan 
Communications 
Network Radio 


Club, Inc. 


Meetings: Quarterly, the second Sunday of 
the month. Next meeting is scheduled for 
Sunday, March 24, 1996 at the home QTH of 


Bob Sporn, WA3GGO. 


Repeater: N3AGB, 52.250 MHz in, 53.250 
MHz out. 
On the Air: 
time. 
Mailing: Mary A. Milligan, KAIKWP, 6608 
N. 18th St., Arlington, VA. 22205-1802. 
Information: Mary A. Milligan, KAIKWP 


(703) 533-0650 


Saturdays at 20:00 hours local | 


The fourth Quarterly meeting was not held due 
to inclement weather and the illness of Bob Sporn. 


We are happy to report that Bob is doing well. 


Currently, the two meter repeater is not linked. 
Antenna work needs to be completed . 


The blizzard of 96 did bring out more people 
on the six meter repeater. It was one way of getting 
away from Cabin Fever. We hope they will 
remember the net on Saturday nights. 


The Sunday Morning Coffee Net (50.4 Mhz) 
meets at 0900 hours The number of check-ins 
varies but we have had a few new people join us. 


73’s Mary, KAIKWP 
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Metrovision 
Amateur TV 
Club 


Meetings: Quarterly: Call for next meeting 
time and place. 

Repeater: WA9GVK/4 Input: 426.250 MHZ 
Output: 439.250 and 910.250 MHz Simplex 
Audio on 144.970 MHz 

On-the-air: Sundays ( ATV Net ) at 8:00 P.M. 
Wednesdays ( Ragchew ) at 8:00 P.M. 
Mailing: Metrovision, Inc., P.O. Box 8231, 
Falls Church, Va., 22041. 

Information: Jim-KA4CKI 703-494-6342, 
Tom-KO40X 703-752-2100 Rich-KA3BTD 
301-843-1253 


Many of our club members were interested in 
the ATV vs FM article that appeared in several 
publications, including the December 1995 issue 
of Auto Call. The article stated last spring the Mid 
Atlantic Coordinating Council (MACC) voted not 
to coordinate any additional ATV use in the 70 cm 
band. Many supporters of ATV point out FCC rule 
part 97.305, subpart C. This section authorizes fast 
scan ATV and other wideband modes in the 70 cm 
band. It is to be noted that our regional coordination 
committee, T-MARC, has not proposed a ban on 
ATV coordination but has in many instances 
coordinated 70 cm FM repeaters within 
Metrovision’s ATV spectrum. 


Bruce Brown - WA9GVK pioneered ATV in 
the early 70’s. He put together a club and they built 
the FIRST ATV REPEATER in the entire country 
right here in the Washington, DC area. The repeater 
has changed over the years and has kept up with 
the technology. When it was first put on the air the 
equipment was tube type salvaged gear and 
produced a black and white picture. Today we are 
mainly solid state and our pictures are in living 
color. The antennas are either commercial or home 
brew. Our repeater coverage ranges from about 25 
to 40 miles, depending on ones ability to have 
enough signal to get into the receiver. 
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There are so many things you can do on ATV 
that are impossible on a FM repeater or packet. 
We demonstrate over the air such things a Jacobs 
Ladder and how different lighting affects our 
picture quality. We show our still pictures and 
articles in old magazines and newspapers. We 
transmit VCR tapes of our ham shacks, antennas, 
model railroad and summer vacations or business 
trips. 


Tom - KO040X demonstrates his graphics with 
his call sign, Gerald - KB4QGJ showed us his old 
antique ink pen collection. I occasionally transmit 
animations that I have created on my computer. 
Skeeter - WA3UDY likes to have a friend with him 
when he checks in, his cat. Occasionally we put 
our families in front of the camera to say hello. 
Adding a personal touch like this gives our ATV 
club a unique distinction from other clubs. 


It is important to know there are there rules 
and regulations in place today as to where and how 
we are to operate as amateur radio operators. If 
your club were VOTED out of existence or asked 
to move to a higher frequency band because of “ 
better use of the frequency” wouldn’t that ruffle 
some feathers in your club? Cooperation and 
understanding of any clubs requirements is 
essential before some organization request your 
club to vacate your frequency or refuses expansion 
of a specific type of mode within a frequency 
spectrum. 


“T’ll be see you” 73’s Rich - KA3BTD 


Romano & Mitchell 


CHARTERED 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 
MANAGEMENT CONSULTANTS 


7910 WOODMONT AVENUE 
SUITE 1110 
BETHESDA, MD 20814 
TEL (301) 652-5040 
FAX (301) 907-8210 


JOHN T. NUTTMANN 
CPA 
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The Mid-Atlantic 


DX and Repeater 


Association 


Meetings: Second Thursday of each month, 
rotating locations among Hagerstown MD, 
Frederick MD, Martinsburg WV and 
Greencastle PA. Next meeting is Thursday, 
March 14, 1996, at Subway Seafood House 
in Hagerstown MD. 

Net: Tuesday evenings at 1930 local on 
147.06. 

On the Air: Tuesdays @ 1930 local on 
147.06 RPT. 

Repeaters: Frederick MD: 147.06, 224.20, 
448.125; Martinsburg WV: 147.345. 
Mailing: 230 North Potomac St., Suite 2A, 
Hagerstown MD 21740 

Information: Voice BBS 301-416-8447 (info 
Box 112) LandLine BBS (301) 416-8435 


Just like all the rest of you, MADRA was 
strongly affected by wind and weather after 1995 
ended. On acouple of occasions those hilltop trips 
so familiar to all repeater maintainers had just a 
bit more challenge to them than was really wanted. 
We’re glad to be able to say that the 2M repeaters 
stayed running and reliable, for the most part, to 
support communications for MADRA members, 
travelers, SkyWarn nets and ARES stations in 
Maryland and West Virginia. Charlie, N3REI, not 
only was a strong participant in SkyWarn net 
control, but also advised us of forthcoming letters 
of appreciation from the National WX Service, for 
which we are grateful. 


During the Potomac flood MADRA members 
who are also Frederick County ARES members 
took part in set up and operation of 2M simplex 
and repeater nets in support of the Red Cross shelter 
at Point of Rocks MD. Wally, W3HSO, was 
notable for his long hours on that site, but he was 
not alone. 


There should be more info in the FARC news 
about this ARES operation. With assistance from 


Page 42 


ff 


AUTOR ALL 


i if 


Rachel, N3UPF, we kept the Red Cross advised 
on Brunswick’s flood situation by passing on 
reports originating from Joe Harrington, the city’s 
emergency services supervisor. The flood barely 
covered railroad tracks at Brunswick but kept the 
city’s water supply dangerously low. Two large 
fires had been fought just before the flood started. 


In late January Mike, WB8VBW, scored a good 
set of cavities for the 220 repeater and was in 
process of installing new duplexer circuits as this 
column went to press. With Bob, N3TXB, sparking 
interest MADRA is continuing to work toward a 
regular SSTV-PC net on 220 via the repeater. By 
the time you see this in March, it should be in place. 
Bob has also been a leading light in pulling together 
a consolidated buy of DF gear for 2M. Looks like 
we’ll not only be doing MADRA’s traditional 
dinner meetings, but also some construction 
meetings when those shipments come in. MADRA 
members seem to be well in favor of either kind of 
meeting, as long as they don’t have to go to 
business meetings. 


Marcus, N3HRD, took a new slant on adding 
strength to the DX part of MADRA’s areas of 
interest. He and his daughter Kaitlyn took a trip to 
Germany at the end of January to join in his 
family’s celebration of his father’s 70th birthday. 
While there Marcus went out and got a set of 
contacts via the Neckarsulm repeater which 
included about half of the German states. Isn’t 
there an Arab parable something like “...if the 
mountain will not come to Mohammed, then 
Mohammed will go to the mountain...”? Seems 
like this is a similar case. 


Also at the end of January, N3TXB and 
WB8VBW showed up on the bands using their new 
IC-706 rigs in mobile operations. With all the freqs 
available on these radios, it looks like 1996 will 
be the year we really put the DX part of our name 
to use. 


In February we started what we hope will 
become a new tradition. We have always viewed 
MADRA as aregional association, expecting local 
Hams would likely belong to their local clubs as 
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well. In some areas where our membership ‘has 
grown, MADRA members have also shown 
interest in getting together for local meetings. The 
first one was scheduled in Martinsburg WV on 
February 12 and we hope to see many more of 
them. 


73 DE N2CSQ/3 


Meetings: Second Thursday of each month, 
7:30 p.m.(except December) Mt. Vernon Gov- 
ernmental Center 2511 Parker’s Lane, 
Alexandria, VA 22308. 

Nets: Every Tuesday at 9:00 p.m. Starts on 2 
meters then moves to 10 meters on 28.408. 
Repeater: WD4PDP 146.055 input / 146.655 
output. 

Mailing: Mt. Vernon Amateur Radio 
Club(MVARC) c/o Joe Salemi KR4CZ, 
P.O.Box 7234,Alexandria, VA 22307. 
Information: John KI4HK,(703)780-2882 or 
Julie KD4WSZ,(703)799-9466 or Packet 
145.650 KD4LST-1. 


The club sends get well wishes to Mike, 
KE4ER, who’s recovering from a stroke and 
cardiac surgery. Get well soon- _you’re missed 
on the repeater. 


Club members were saddened to hear of the 
passing of Bob, VE7XE/W4. He had been a 
member of the club for a while and was an active, 
vocal participant at meetings. 


The new repeater controller is installed and 
working. It offers several new features including 
station voice ID, public service announcements and 
speed dialing. Some additional capabilities are 
available and the club will consider their 
acquisition and use. 
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The “Blizzard of ’96" affected a number of 
ham-related items including the move and re- 
activation of US Coast Guard MARS station 
NNNONCG and K4CG. The snow and ice 
complicated the digging of new trenches for 
underground transmission lines and the 
refurbishing of the log periodic antenna. The station 
should be open soon and club members will resume 
their volunteer operator role. 


The nasty weather did cause the cancellation 
of the Club’s January license testing activity when 
the Lee Park building was closed because of snow 
and ice. 


Cold weather didn’t cancel the Club’s support 
of the annual Chilly Softball tournament at Lee 
District Park in mid January. About a dozen 
members turned out over the weekend to provide 
emergency and logistic communications. 


The blizzard didn’t stop the January club 
meeting. Seventeen hardy souls braved snow, ice 
and cold temperatures to discuss the plans for the 
96 activity program. A brief slide show highlighted 
some of the previous year’s activities. A club 
handbook will be published and distributed to 
members and interested parties. 


On the weekend of George Washington’s 
birthday (February 17 & 18) the Club will operate 
a special event station from the Estate at Mount 
Vernon. A multi-band station will be set up in the 
Greenhouse and a packet station is planned for a 
tent location on the main grounds. The displays 
are open to the public and a certificate can be 
obtained for working the special event station. 


73 de Chuck, W3HSW 


Reminder - all submissions for 


- = O& - == 


are due no later than 
the 1st of the 
month prior to the month of publication! 
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Northern 

Virginia 

FM Association 
Meetings: Fall, Winter & Spring 
Weekly Nets: NVFMA, Wed, 8 PM, 146.79- 


ARES, Sun, 9 PM, 146.91. Equipment Clinic, 
1st Wed of the month, 7:30 PM, 146.79. 


Repeaters: 52.37/53.37, 146.19/146.79, 
146.31/146.91, 222.50/224.10 Xlink, 222.74/ 
224.34, 449.75/444.75, 1272.1/1292.1. 
Membership Info: Ann Herlich/KD4GSU, 
(703) 481-1458. 

Mailing Address: NVFMA, P.O. Box 486, 
McLean, VA 22101. 


Elections of Board of Directors were held 
during the January 18, 1996 General Membership 
Meeting. Rick van Doren, KB4NRU, Bob Edsal, 
WMSC, and Owen Wormser, K6LEW, were 
elected for 3-year terms. Phil Schraeder, KA4AJZ, 
was elected for a 2-year term. Welcome aboard! 


A 146.91 MHz remote receiver is now 
operational at Bull Run Mountain improving our 
wide-area coverage. 


Work continues to reduce interference on the 
444.750 MHz repeater. Until this problem is 
resolved, please continue to use the 131.8 Hz “PL” 
tone to access this repeater. 


A grateful “THANK YOU” to those of you 
who participated in the much appreciated 
emergency comms and other public service 
activities during the infamous “Blizzard of ’96". 


Sam Ruffin, KM401, because of personal and 
professional commitments, has resigned from his 
position of Technical Director of the Technical 
Activities Group. Consequently, we are seeking a 
person who can fill this position of responsibility. 
If you feel you are technically qualified and wish 
to be proactive in this very interesting and 
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challenging position, please contact any of the 
Board members. Candidates will be reviewed and 
given consideration as soon as possible. 


I am sure all NVFMA members, including 
those non-members using our repeaters, extend 
their thanks and appreciation to Sam for his 
outstanding contribution to the reliable and fine 
performance of our many repeaters, cross-links, 
and remote sites during his long term of service. 


73, Ann, KD4GSU, Secretary 


Prince George's 
Wireless 
Association 


Meetings: First working Tuesday of each 
month, 7:30 PM; American Red Cross bldg., 


6206 Belcrest Rd, Hyattsville, MD 20782 
Club Station: K3CEZ 

Mailing: 4109 Kennedy St., Hyattsville, MD 
20781 

Information: Frank Holton - WA3ZMW 
(301) 927-1245 


PGWA president, E, Franklin Holton, 
WA3ZMW,, started the Club’s first meeting of the 
New Year on Tuesday, January 2, 1996. There was 
a fair turnout of members for just after the holiday 
period. 


After the usual business meeting took place, 
there was an enlightened discussion of new 
activities for the club and members for the 
upcoming year. Possibly, participation in a few 
Public Service Events, Simulated Emergency Tests, 
Packet Radio classes and of course, “Field Day”, 


WB3KXL, Dave Black has suggested that 
video tapes about radio and electronics would help 
make the meetings a little more interesting. Dave 
is bringing an old favorite for the February meeting, 
“Empire of the Air-the Men Who Made Radio”. 
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The Prince George’s County Red Cross 
Chapter has been very gracious 1n allowing PGWA 
to have a radio room on the ground floor of the 
building. Each year our club votes to make a 
‘donation to the Red Cross. Dave, WB3KXL, 
broughtit to the floor for a vote and it was seconded 
and approved. 


PGWA 1s looking forward to the New Year 
for an increase 1n membership and some new and 
exciting activities besides shoveling snow In the 
“Blizzard of 1996”. 


73s from Ken Easton N3HLY 


ery Quarter Century 
MK Wireless Assn. 
Shenandoah Valley 
Chapter #137 . 


Meetings: Third Wednesday of odd-numbered 
months, at 12:30 PM; Carper’s Valley Golf 


Club, 1401 Millwood Pike (Route 50 East), 
Winchester, VA; reservations suggested. 
Information: Perry F. Crabill, Jr., W3HQX; 
540-662-7526. 

Mailing Address: 225 Milam Drive, 
Winchester, VA, 22602. 

E-mail: pcrabill~visuallink.com 


Fifteen members and guests attended the 
meeting of QCWA Chapter No. 137 on January 
31. This meeting was originally scheduled for 
January 17, but was postponed out of respect for 
the memory of member Charles Curtis, K4LWG, 
who had become a Silent Key on January 15, 


A social period at 12:30 PM was followed by 

a buffet luncheon at 1:00 PM. The business meeting 
that followed was conducted by Vice President 
Charles Anderson, NF3X, in the absence of 
President Walter Johnson, WA4H W. 


John Kanode, N4MM, Director of the ARRL 
Roanoke Division of ARRL, reported on the 
January ARRL Board meeting in Savannah. 
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Scarborough Reef was added as a new country. A 
DXCC 2000 Committee was appointed to review 
the DXCC program and the criteria for country 
status. The committee is to get input from members 
as to what ARRL policy should be, and to report 
to the board by September 17, 1996. New Zealand 
has forced putting no-code below 30 MHz on the 
agenda of future ITU conferences. 


Perry Crabill reported that two of our Charter 
Members had become Silent Keys since our 
November meeting. George Ritter, W4UGX, died 
suddenly on January 5. Charles Curtis, K4LWG, 
passed away on January 15 after being ill for a 
number of months. 


Perry also reported that David Burns, 
WA3WHRR, was recuperating at home after five- 
way cardiac bypass surgery on January 2. He 
expected to be able to attend the Chapter meeting 
in May, if his recovery continues according to 
schedule. 


Walter Johnson, WA4HVU, had a setback in 
his recovery from the combination of respiratory 
ailments that have troubled him for some time. 
Nathaniel De Gutz, W2CXB, was in a nursing 
home in Rockville, Maryland, still recovering from 
problems resulting from a stroke last year. 


Perry showed a fax message received from 
member Ed Rich, K3THD, who had moved to 
Trenton, Florida. He has been partitioning off a 
13x20-foot area of his garage for his new ham 
shack. It has been carpeted and equipped with air 


conditioning and heat; Ed’s next project was to be 


putting up antennas. The fax was decorated with a 
cartoon of a smiling sun, with the notation that the 
temperature was 75.6 at 1:52 PM. 


There was also a note from “snowbird” 
member Ward Crabill, W3JGK, in Winter Haven, 
Florida. It said that the temperature was going to 
77 that day, and that he might go swimming 
tomorrow. — 


Our speaker was member Guy Black, W4PSJ , 
who told about his visit to Russia from July S to 
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18. This trip featured an inland cruise on canals 
and rivers between Moscow and St. Petersburg. 


Guy stayed in the Hotel Metropole in Moscow, 
where he spent some time sightseeing before the 
start of the cruise. While there, he visited Leo, 
WOYR, from Round Hill, in Loudoun County, 
Virginia. Leo works for Fox TV, and is establishing 
TV and FM stations around Russia. He was 
instrumental in Guy’s obtaining Russian ham ope 
rating privileges. i 


Guy walked to Red Square, and saw the 
Kremlin, which is an art object repository, and has 
buildings with gilded onion domes. Moscow has a 
famous subway, but many buildings in the city are 
dilapidated and very shabby. 


The cruise covered 1160 miles, and the ship 
passed through 16 locks en route. It made several 
stops along the way, affording visits to ancient 
cities bypassed by progress, with museums and 
monasteries as attractions. Guy had two meter 
operating privileges, but made only a few contacts. 


St. Petersburg is built on a marsh, and is subject 
to flooding; like Venice. It has many monuments, 
and 18th Century buildings. 


Tony Stalls, K4K YO, attended as a guest. He 
is president of Vic Clark QCWA Chapter No. 91 
in Northern Virginia. He invited everyone to attend 
their social meetings at the Neighbor’s Restaurant, 
Cedar Lane and Park Street, in Vienna. These are 
held at 11:30 AM on the third Saturday of even- 
numbered months. Tony became a member of our 
chapter, and hopes to attend often. 


The meeting was adjourned at 2:45 PM, with 
the next meeting to be held on Wednesday, March 
20. In the event of bad weather, members should 
listen for announcements of school closings: if the 
Frederick County, Virginia, school system is 
closed, the meeting will be postponed. 


Perry Crabill, W3HQX 
Secretary/Treasurer 
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Shenandoah 
Valley Amateur 
Radio Club 


Meetings: First and Third Friday of every 
month at 7:30 p.m. SVARC Club House 2921 


Grace Street, Winchester, Virginia 

Repeater: 146.22 In/ 146.82 Out 
Net: Shenandoah Valley Emergency Net 
(SVEN) 7:15 daily on 146.22/146.82 Repeater 
Mailing: P.O. Box 139 Winchester, 22604 
President: Fred Wetzel (W4KRT) | 
Info: George Ritter W4UGX (703) 662-0157 | 


Greetings from the Shenandoah Valley once 
again! What a winter it’s been. Just like the rest of 
Northern Virginia, the valley has had its share of 
snow this year. Average snowfall around the 
Winchester area during The Blizzard of ’96 was 
28 inches. . 


The SVARC assisted the National Weather 
Service (NWS) during the Blizzard of ’96 by 
bringing up a Skywarn subnet. Snowfall totals were 
gathered and forwarded to the NWS throughout 
the two day event. SVARC members also supported 
the Winchester Medical Center (WMC) by 
providing transportation in four wheel drive 
vehicles for hospital staff. A total of seven members 
volunteered to help. They were: Rick Choy 
(N3HXT), Bo Tanner (KE4SQZ), Fred Wetzel 
(W4KRT), Wayne Koehler (KE4PMS),Steve 
Stewart (KE4PMT), David Watterson (KE4SQX), 
Ed Neal (KE4SRB), Brent McKinney (KE4SRD), 
Ken Shepherd (KB8ZQL), Ted Ruble (KQ4TL), 
Rick Choy (N3HXT), and Paul Reed (N4EKW). 
Your time and dedication was greatly appreciated. 
Special thanks go to Bo Tanner (KE4SQZ) for 
being the SVARC point of contact for the WMC 
to coordinate transportation. 


SVARC President, Fred Wetzel (W4KRT), 
attended the state ARRL meeting in Richmond. 
This winter we mourn the passing of two dear 
friends. George Ritter (W4UGX) and Charlie 
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Curtis (K4LWG) passed away this winter. George 
Ritter was the past secretary of the SVARC. George 
has been a familiar site at meetings since I’ve been 
a member. You could always count on George’s 
sense of humor to keep meetings from becoming 
too hum-drum. I’m certain Net participants will 


miss George’s familiar net check-in “Whiskey Four 


Uncle George X-ray”. Charlie Curtis, who played 
a large role in the development of the SVARC 
repeater site, will also be missed by his many 
friends. 


= 


Meetings: Coordinating Committee (CC) 
normally meets the last Monday of each 
month, 19:30, in the OEP conference room of 
the Prince George’s County Emergency 
Operations Center off Central Avenue. Talk- 
in on 147.18. 

Address: P.O. Box 1022, Savage, Md. 20763- 
1022 for all correspondence. 


The Middle Atlantic 
FM and Repeater 
Council, Inc. 


Recent coordination actions include a proposed 
new 443.225/448.225 repeater to N3KCA at 
Harrington, Del.; a frequency change for N4RAG’s 
repeater at Front Royal, Va., from 224.88 to 
222.760/224.360; a new UHF repeater link and a 
couple of closed, private repeaters. Notices of 
proposed new repeaters from the coordinators for 
western Pa., eastern Pa., and western Va. were 
reviewed. 


We noted with sorrow the passing of Bill 
Gamble, KD4JBY, sponsor of the Winchester area 
52.67/53.67 repeater. A couple of notices were 
received from repeater sponsors advising that their 
machines are temporarily off the air. These 
sponsors were alloted the normal 90 days to get 
them back into operation. 


Which reminds me - at the last annual meeting 
the membership adopted a policy which states that 
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if T- MARC observes any repeater being off the air 
for more than 30 days, and the sponsor has not 
notified T-MARC about the problem, its 
coordination is subject to cancellation after those 
30 days are up. This also applies to repeaters which 
have been moved, etc. We have observed a couple 
of area repeaters which appear to be off the air. If 
we don’t hear from you before 30 days are up, be 
aware that your coordination is in jeopardy! 


Here’s another question about coordination: 
“Who is our local area coordinator?”’ It’s TMARC. 
Actually, T-MARC coordinates repeaters, control 
channels, links, remote-bases, etc. throughout the 
states of Delaware, Maryland, D.C., the northern 
1/3 of Virginia, and the 5 eastern counties of West 
Virginia, on the repeater and associated frequency 
band segments above 29.50 MHz. Our 
coordination program is administered by the Vice 
President for Technical Affairs, Bill Conaway, 
W8HNT, who also serves as chairman of the 
coordinating committee. The committee meets 
monthly to discuss and arrive at a consensus on 
each agenda item. Although the various committee 
members may be repeater sponsors or members of 
clubs which sponsor repeaters, they all serve on 
an “at large” basis, not as representatives of their 
repeater or club. 


Next month, maybe I’ll give you a short history 
of T-MARC. For now, 


73, Gary, W3DTN, T-MARC PIO 


DAVE PHILLIPS 703-361-5161 


SHEEHY “8.00 
7, 85 RATER 
LOOP 
ee ANTEHHA 
geo sea RISSAN 
Lie aes MYOTH = 


9010 LIBERIA AVE. MANASSAS VA. 22110 
(AT ROUTE 28 AND LIBERIA AVE.) 
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Vienna 


| BSS 2 Wireless 
Pp ee Society 


Meeting: 7:30pm second and fourth Fridays 
of the month at the Vienna Community Center. 
Nets: Pow-Wow nightly at 9 pm. on 28.444 
MHz _ Slow speed code, nightly 8:30 pm on 
28.390 MHz. Vienna Emergency Net, 
Wednesday 7:30 pm 146.085/146.685 
Repeater: K4HTA 146.085 in/146.685 out 
Information: Paul, AB4CY, (703) 560-2779 
Mailing: P.O: Box 418 Vienna, VA. 22183 


Our first January regular meeting fell victim 
to the big snow but that same evening brought 21 
check-ins to the nightly POW-WOW net, almost a 
quorum! Another net first was a cross band link 
with the club 2 meter repeater that was arranged 
by Bernie, K4XY. This allowed quite a mix of 
conversations, and a little feedback from those who 
wanted to hear both stations at once. 


There have also been a few innovations on the 
CW practice net (28.390 at 8:30 PM). At the 
suggestion of Mel, KN4ZT, Thursday nights have 
become keyboard night with the WPM. hovering 
around 30. We have had up to 5 check-ins and that 
makes for a lively group. 


Our Packet group has been expanding slowly 
thanks to the patient Elmering of a few of our more 
experienced members. There are a wide variety of 
TNC’s and controller software on line now and lots 
of patching and comparisons on line. There are 
those who leave their mailboxes on and those who 
don’t. 


Our annual Banquet comes up this month. It’s 
the one time of year we have to be on our good 
behavior when we have the XYL’s along. There’s 
a Foxhunt scheduled for the last Sunday in April. 
We hope the early warning will be enough to get 
the coax soldered onto those loops or a new 
attenuator put together in time to have a great day. 
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We were pleased to find our Vice President 
Brian, KD4QVT, pictured on the front cover of 
last months Auto Call. We don’t know whether 
his CW fist is aided by his baseball experience or 
vice-versa. At any rate he is pretty good at both. 


Our 440 repeater at Fair Oaks Hospital was : 


given a going over’ by Bernie, KC4YMP, our 


controller guru, and Bernie #2, K4XYY, along with 
Bill, N9CG. There’s a new high powered cellular 
phone transmitter going in alongside our 
installation. We hope it will be a nice neighbor and 
stay out of our high-gain preamp. 


Before the month is out, Spring will be here. 
That’s when the Public Service calendar begins to 
fill up. Don’t we have fun? 


73’s Paul, AB4CY | 


Washington 
Adventist Amateur 
Radio Association 


oe 


Meetings: The last Sunday of each month, 
1600 local time during the school year. Sligo 


SDA Church Office Building, 7710 Carroll 
Ave., Takoma Park. 

Nets: Every Thursday night at 2130 on 146.88 

Mailing: c/o Henry C. Miller, P. O. Box 331, 

Greenbelt, MD 20768. 

Information: Henry Miller W3BWN, (301) 

474-7376 


Although a news report hasn’t been submitted 
recently (Hey, that’s an understatement!), the 
Washington Adventist Amateur Radio Association 
is still in the land of the living. 


We still have our monthly meetings on the last 
Sunday of each month at 1600 local time during 
the school year. We meet in the “office building 
chapel” of Sligo Seventh-day Adventist Church 
which is in Takoma Park, MD. However, since the 
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church’s world headquarters in Silver Spring has 
a beautiful station in its building, our membership 
has decided to remove its station from the Sligo 
property, and instead use the equipment at the 
headquarters. 


Recently this station added packet capabilities 
on both the HF and VHF bands. This is largely 
due to the efforts of Tulio Haylock, WA4EKS; Bill 
Onuska, NI3E; and Owen Troy, N3JIU. We 
appreciate the technical assistance that Jeff 
Rinehart, WB4PJW gave to help us get started. 


Our weekly two-meter FM net has moved to 
Thursday evenings at 2130 local time. We still meet 
on the 146.88(-) repeater. If you are in town any 
Thursday evening, please join us. 


Jim Hoffer (KW8T), the president of the 
Adventist Amateur Radio Association, visited us 
during the November meeting, and he brought us 
up to date on the activities of the AARA. Also, we 
had a going-away party for Don Gilbert, KA3NYO 
(and his wife Irene) who had recently retired as 
the treasurer of the world church. They will be 
missed! Finally, the new officers for the club were 
elected. They are: 


President: Dave Huff, WB3HIX 

_ Vice President: Hugh Powell, WA3QZQ 
Secretary: Marjorie Sleeman, KA3TXK 
Treasurer: John Sleeman, N3FXC 


On Sunday afternoon, December 3 we had our 
annual Christmas party and dinner at Mrs. Swan’s. 
However, two changes were made. First, we ate at 
1430. (rather than the usual 1800 time) so that we 
wouldn’t have to go to bed on a stuffed stomach. 
The entire group seemed to like the earlier time. 
The second change was to delete the singing of 
the Twelve Days of Christmas, amateur radio style. 
It had been sung for each of ten years, and a 
lynching was threatened if it was done again! 


There was joy and sadness at this annual 


Christmas party. We had a great time, but it was 
not the same without Don Gilbert, who had left 
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the area. To compound that, Tulio Haylock, 
WA3EKS and his lovely wife, said that they are 
about ready to move to Miami, Florida. And—Ed 
Peterson, KA3LJP said that he had just purchased 
some property in Florida. This sounds ominous! 


Henry Miller, W3BWN has retired from his 
electronic engineering position at Goddard Space 
Flight Center (NASA), and will start taking some 
theology courses at Columbia Union College in 
preparation to serving his church as a stipend 
pastor. Henry and his wife (Janice, WB3KFA) plan 
to move to southwestern Virginia in the early 
summer of 1997. If any of you plan to be moving 
to the Greenbelt, Maryland area, there will be a 
nice house in good condition, with a Mosley 67 6- 
band beam antenna mounted atop a professionally- 
installed 60-foot self-supporting Rohn SSV tower 
for sale. There are no antenna restrictions, and the 
neighbors are great! If interested, please contact 
Henry at (301) 474-7376. 


On Saturday, September 30, our club went to a 
camp facility in Boonesboro, MD to have its annual 
weekend-at-the-radio-retreat (actually it was just 
a done-day affair). A dozen people went up, and 
we had a great time with beautiful weather. 


We have had a series of excellent speakers 
during our monthly meetings. They included police 
communication methods, the construction of a wire 
2-meter J-Pole antenna, packet radio, and battery 
chargers. We hope to continue the trend this new 
year. 


Wall to Wall Carpets, Remnants, Rugs, 
Vinyl, Ceramic, Tile, Hardwood Floor 


All Major Brands at Discount Prices! 


FREE Estimate, Shop at Home 


Interest 
Up to 1 Full Year 


Down Payment 


with approved credit, 
ask for details. 


(301) 937-2221 
(301) 983-0000 
(703) 820-8080 
1-800-480-MIKE 


Limited time offer, not valid 
with any other offer. 


Woodbridge 
Wireless, 
Inc. 


Meetings: Second Tuesday of each month at 
Springwoods and Chaucer, Lake Ridge, VA. 


Net: Monday nights at 2000 on 147.24 with 
224.78 link repeater on 147.24 MHz, 144.99 
MHz simplex PL-100 repeater 444.90 MHz, 
repeater 224.780 MHz, packet lan on 145.07. 
Mailing: PO Box 112,Woodbridge, VA 22194 
Information: Jim Stearns, KC4ZHQ (703) 
670-3480. 


Monthly Meeting: Lots and lots of 
snow......meeting canceled. However, lots of action 
in the public service area. 


Committees- Emergency: Cliff, KO4FM 
activated the WWI Emergency Team at 0500, 7 
January 1996. The team immediately commenced 
operations from the Potomac Hospital net control 
station establishing HF, VHF and UHF 
communications; and a transportation networks to 
support the needs of Eastern Prince William 
County. Within hours the operation involved over 
170 participants both WWI team members and 
other local community people, and 65 four wheel 
drive vehicles. 


Of these resources thirty WWI members and 
forty people from the community commenced a 
joint seventy-five hour around the clock operation. 
Over 600 doctors, nurses, staff and other persons 
was transported in and around the area. This 
included support from as far north as Bethesda, 
MD, Rock Creek area of D.C. and south to 
Fredericksburg, VA. Some drivers logged over 700 
miles during the operation. 


A well done and many thanks goes out to all. 
The list of supports is too long to publish. 
However, this is another example of AMATEUR 
RADIO IN COMMUNITY ACTION. 

73, Jim, KC4ZHQ, WWI FAR Rep. 


Page 50 


AUTO NCALL 


NEWSLINE, from page 11 
W2RS at his callbook address. 


NEW UK PREFIX 


England's Radiocommunications Agency has 
announced that as of April 1996, new amateur call 
signs will be issued using an the “M” prefix instead 
of the “G” currently used starting with MO for class 
A and M1 for class B licensees. 


The change will take place even if some of the. 
““G” prefix calls remain unused. The same regional 
indicators as at present will be used, for example 
M for England, MM for Scotland, MW for Wales 
and so on. 


Holders of existing “G” refix call signs and 
Novice call signs will not be affected by this 
change. 


GRID SQUARE PIRATES 


In DX, if you are looking for a VHF or UHF 
DX contact keep an ear open for The Grid Square 
Pirates. This is a VHF DX group created about 3 
years ago with the sole intention of stirring up much 
needed activity from rare grids during the major 
VHF contests. ; 


The Original Grid Square Pirate members were 
W3ZZ, WD8ISK, WA6GVC, ND3F and KP4XS. 
The group now included KZ3H, WR3E, ND3A, 
as well as numerous other rovers, single operator 
mountain-toppers and those just interested in the 
concept. For more information contact KP4XS at 
his callbook address. 


Correction: The previous issue of Auto Call 
listed John Baugus as the training contact for 
Maryland Mobileers. John is not the training 
contact. The new training contact is listed in 


this month's issue. Also, Antietam Radio Club 
was listed in the index but did not have a 
column in the club listings. Auto Call regrets 
the error. 
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Non-commercial advertising of Amateur asso- 
ciated equipment is available to subscribers of 
Auto-Call at the rate of 5 cents per word with a 
$2.00 minimum. Commercial vendors and non- 
subscriber rate is 17 cents per word with a $5.50 
(1 inch) minimum. Special headings or special 
spacing (e.g. one item per line) may be used but 


such ads will be charged at the column inch rate. . 


Estate sales for Widows assistance handled by a 
FAR club will be published without cost. 


FOR SALE: 450 Plus TV tubes NIB with RCA 
tube rack, $200.00. Pick-up only. Phone (540) 338- 
4152. K4LJH. Charles T. Preston, 48 N. Ivandale 
St., Hamilton, VA 22068. [07/96] 


FOR SALE: Viking II plus Viking VFO with 
manuals, needs work, $100.00 for both. MFJ 202 
noise bridge, $20.00. MFJ-941 antenna tuner, 
$50.00. W3FQE, (410) 321-6856. [03/95] 


FOR SALE: Classic Heathkit station - SB-401TX 
(needs minor work), SB-301RX, SB-200 linear 
amp (never modified), SB-630 station console 
(needs minor work), SB-600 speaker. Includes all 
manuals and cabling, all for $450.00. Pick up only. 
Tom Pitts, WA3KBV, Frederick, MD. Phone (301) 
662-5379 anytime. [03/95] 


FOR SALE: QST magazines 1979 to present. . 


Mixed months and years from 1961, Ham Radio 
Horizons, QST, Popular Mechanics, Science, Elec- 
tronics, $9, CB Horizon, Illustrated, Lafayette, 
Heathkit, Radio Shack. Your cheap price or trade 
for tube AM radios, Zenith, Philco, etc. WANTED: 
Icom FL-101 CW filter will trade my FL-100. 
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Your full name and address must be provided 
with each ad but need not be published. No ads 
will be accepted over the telephone and all ads 
must be prepaid. Ads that will be running for 
longer than 1 month must be accompanied by a 
letter stating the length that the ad is to be run: 
Since no effort is made to investigate advertis- 
ers, nO warranty can be implied. Send all com- 
mercial and non-commercial advertising and 
Shack Sales to: 


John Queen, Auto-Call Editor 
755 Woodland Way, Owings, MD 20736 
(301) 855-0198 


Copy MUST be received by the Ist day of the 
month prior to the month of publication. 


Greg, KA3DBG, 4402 Jupiter St., Rockville, MD 
20853, (301) 946-6460. {04/95} 


FOR SALE: Rohn satellite heavy duty satellite 
antenna roof mount, $25. Toki collapsable (like 
umbrella) 9 ft satellite antenna, $50. Create CR- 
30 9"10" roof tower with thrust bearing, $150. 
Create CLP-5130-2 VHF/UHF log periodic an- 
tenna, $75. Ten-Tec Titan Model 425 linear am- 
plifier, export model, $1800. Drake TR-4310 
Transceiver + R-4245 receiver in desktop cabinets 
(commercial versions of TR-7 and R7. World Ra- 
dio and TV Handbook called the R-4245 the best 
receiver it ever reviewed regardless of price), 
$2100. Yaesu G-5400B Az/El rotor package (for 
OSCAR), $250. KLM 2M-22C (2M) and 435- 
40CX (435 MHz) Oscar antennas, with three fi- 
berglass poles, $250. Butternut HF-2V 80/40M 
vertical with 160M adaptor, $75. 2M 2 element 
cubical quad, 440 MHz 4 element quad, $20 each. 
Astron RS-35M power supply, $80. Sig, WA9INK, 
Work/voicemail (703) 875-1776 or (202) 467-0053 
home (fax on line - wait for voice pickup).[03/95] 


FOR SALE: PC IBM XT with keyboard and RGB 
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monitor. Includes data acquisition and control card 


with software, interfacing cable and connection box 


$75. Dick, K3TND (301-384-6366). (03/95) 


WANTED: CLEGG FM-28 schematic and instruc- 
tion manual needed. Will borrow and copy or buy 
outright. Please call Roger, K3TM, (301) 394-4775 
days. [04/96] 


WANTED: Kenwood AT-130 tuner, Yaesu FC-102 
tuner, Mosley vertical parts antenna. Charles, 
N3HFO, (301) 552-1251. [04/96] 


WANTED: W.W.II aircraft VHF transceiver SCR 
522 for parts. Need case, front cover panels, unit 
and. panel mounting screws, and receiver tuning 
assembly; also need BC602 push-button controller, 
JB29 junction box, plugs and connectors. F Garove, 
W3QLT, 9808 Hickoryhurst Drive, Baltimore, MD 
21236. [3/96] 


FOR SALE: Cushman spectrum analyzer, CE-2I 
synthesized receiver 4 MHz to 9.1 MHz. Working 
w/CE-23 spectrum display not working. Full 
documentation. $300.00. Pick-up only. K4LJH, 
Charles Preston, 48 N Ivandale St., aoe VA 
22068. (540) 338-4152. [4/96] 


SURVIVOR’S ASSISTANCE SALE: 
From the estate of Bud Copeland, KB3QO. 


Realistic HTX-100, 10 meter transceiver, 
with AIM 38-386, 13.8V, 6A, PS, $125.00. 


Icom IC-2AT with BC-30 charger $175.00.."'] 


Contact Mrs, Copeland at (301) 762-4434. 


Mid-Atlantic Radio Club. Become.a part 
of one of the country's fastest growing vin- 
tage radio clubs. The Mid-Atlantic Antique 
Radio Club is an active group of radio col- 
lectors, restorers and historians. For a_ 
sample newsletter, write to Jay Kiessling, 
Mid-Atlantic Antique Radio Club, P.O. Box 
67, Upperco, MD 21155. (410) 239-1818. 
[SWP] 
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NORM'S ROTOR SERVICE 
5263 Agro Drive 
Frederick, MD 21703 
(301) 874-5885 


NRS 


We Rebuild Rotors 


Plus: 
- Rebuilt Rotors for Sale - Parts for U.S. Built Rotors 
- We Buy Used U.S. Rotors/Controls for CASH! 


NORM JEWELER K3LYW 


MAHLON LOOMIS 
INVENTOR OF RADIO 
By Thomas Appleby 
Second Printing 


Available From 
SVANHOLM RESEARCH 
- LABORATORIES 
P.O. Box 81 
Washington, D.C. 20044 
Please Send $25.00 Donation 
With $5.00 for S & H 


The AMATEUR RADIO NEWS 
SERVICE is an organization of publishers 
and editors of Amateur Radio newsletters 
and members engaged in public relations. 
Its purpose'is to assist editors in any way 
possible. For information, write to Lee 
Knirko, W9MOL, Amateur Radio News 
Service, 833 Park Plaine, Parke Ridge, IL 
60067. 


Reminder - all submissions for 


are due no later than the 1st of the 
month prior to the month of publication! 
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The R.F. Connection 


“SPECIALISTS IN RF CONNECTORS AND COAX” 


TEE ADAPTER 
uG-s76) loa STRAIGHT ADAPTER PECESTACLE 
UG-914ary MW -AEY 201 


Cie ic ae 


' 
Sa 
| | » ja) isl : 
weceetacr "000 RIGHT ANGLE ADAPTER 
UG-646/0 


0G-2901u MA-36TU 


UG-285/U WITH UG /S/U 
REOUCING ADAPTER 


TEE ADAPTER BULMMEAD ADAPTER 
vararen 6-49700 


The R.F. Connection 
213 N. Frederick Ave., Suite 11, Gaithersburg, MD. 20877 
301-840-5477 . 


JWO SERVICES 


Discounts on All! 

ARRL, AMECO, RSGB, CALLBOOK, W5YI, CQ, G. WEST, etc. Ham related books; software and video tapes 
— all at a discount! INSTRUCTORS, order all of your needs from JWO SERVICES — we take back all unused 
materials! New! PRACTICAL PACKET RADIO (ARRL) Net/ROMs, cluster, wormholes, ARPS, packet in 
space, etc. (List $15.95) Only $14.65. New! HAM RADIO MADE EASY (ARRL) Includes repeaters, packet, 
SSB, CW, satellites, ATV, HF voice, etc. (List $16) Only $14.65. New! ARRL FCC RULEBOOK (List $12) 
$11.00; 10-up $10.25. 1995-1996 ARRL ELECTRONIC REPEATER DIRECTORY, IBM compatible, (List 
$14.95) Only $13.75. 1996 ARRL HANDBOOK (List $38) 1-9 $34.50, call for special 10-up prices. 1996 
CALLBOOK CD-ROM Includes both North American and International listings plus much more! (List $50.00) 
Only $38.00.1996 CALLBOOKS Your choice, North American or International (List $35.00 each) Only $28.00 
each or $54.00 per pair. NEW! January 1996 QRZ! HAM RADIO CD ROM call listing. Very popular and easy 
to use! (List $29.95) Only $18.00. SPECIAL! GORDON WEST EXTRA CLASS STUDY GUIDE (List $10) 
Only $7.00! SPECIAL! GORDON WEST NO CODE TECH PLUS VIDEO WITH MANUAL & FCC RULES 
(List $29.95) Only $21.50. SPECIAL! GORDON WEST NO CODE TECH PLUS VIDEO (List $21.95) Only 
$16.00. A few left! 1995 ARRL HANDBOOKS (List $30.00) Only $21.00 while they last! Are you on Internet? 
Got any questions? Leave a message for John, W3IS at Internet address johnw3is@aol.com. 


Only $0.40 handling per order plus shipping. JWO SERVICES 


Excellent prices on study guides for clubs John W. Obradovich, W3IS 
and classes! 12 Hickory Place, Camp Hill, PA 17011 
JWO SERVICES Phone: (717) 731-4747 
Catalog of Savings - FREE! Worldwide Shipments. 
Our 10th year of excellent service r 4 ears ee 
around the world! : 
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Deadline: The deadline for ALL sub- 
missions to Auto Call is the 1st day of 
the month prior to the month of publi- 
cation. When submitting via regular 
mail, time your mailing to ensure de- 
livery by the 1st of the month. 


Submitting Material to Aufo Call 


Submissions for Auto Call will be accepted in the 
following formats: 


Electronically: Submissions are 
accepted via any of the major on line 
services directly or over the Internet. 


Use the applicable format exactly as follows: 


America On Line - JohnQueen 

AppleLink - johnqueen@aol.com@internet#. 
BitNet - johnqueen%aol.com@cunyvm 
CompuServe - INTERNET:johnqueen@aol.com 
Connect - johnqueen@aol.com 

Delphi - internet” johnqueen@aol.com”’ 

FidoNet - To johnqueen@aol.com<CR><CR> 
GEnie - johnqueen@aol.com@inet# 

MCI Mail - mbx: johnqueen@aol.com 

Prodigy - johnqueen@aol.com 


Regular Mail: Mail typewritten or 
computer generated hard copy to: 
John Queen, Editor, Auto Call 
Magazine, 755 Woodland Way, 
Owings, MD 20736. Ensure that 
your printed material is dark enough for scanning. 


Computer Disk: Submissions are 
accepted on 3.5" or 5.25" computer 
disk, in either Macintosh or MS-DOS 
format, using Word, WordPerfect, or 
standard ASCII text files. Write your name, tele- 
phone number, and club name on the disk. Sub- 
mit graphic files (club logos, etc) in an EPS or TIFF 
format. Please verify the readibility of your com- 
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puter files before sending. If you want your com- 
puter disk returned immediately, include a SASE 
envelope with .32 postage. Otherwise, disks will 
be returned only in person at FAR meetings. 


Preparing Material for Submission 


Club Columns: Member clubs are allocated 
one full page in each issue for club columns. In 
determining space requirements, figure about 700 
words per page not including the space taken up 
by headings, photos, etc. Indent paragraphs .25" 
and double space to begin a new paragraph. Send 
club header information ONLY, when different 
from what was published from previous month. 
The editor reserves the right to edit any submitted 
material for space, content and/or applicability. 


Hamfests/Events: Member clubs are allocated 
one full page per year to promote one club spon- 
sored hamfest, convention, or special event. Sub- 
mit clean black & white camera ready copy only 
by mail. Master copy should be in black ink on’ 
white paper and should be in proper page ratio, 
(Copy space is 7" wide by 9" high). Copy can be 
reduced or enlarged as necessary. Electronic sub- 
missions of Hamfest ads will not be accepted. 


Photographs: The editor will select the best 
photograph submitted for the cover each month. 
Photographs should depict club members, club sta- 
tions, or amateur radio related events that are cur- 
rent and noteworthy. Clubs may also submit pho- 
tographs for inclusion with their club column. Pho- 
tographs will be used in columns when space per- 
mits. Either B&W or color photos can be used. 
For each photograph submitted, write your name, 
phone number, and club name, along with a de- 
scription of the photograph on a piece of paper, 
and tape it on the back of the photograph. Do not 
write on the back of your photo. If you want your 
photos returned immediately, include a SASE en- 
velope with sufficient postage. Otherwise, photos 
will be returned only in person at FAR meetings. 
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BENEFITS FOR YOU... 


QST, QSL Bureau Awards, Low Cost Insurance, Operating Aids, 
Government Liason and more - - Much More! 


MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION AUTO-CALL 
Name: 
| Address: 
I City: ON Gti 
$30 in U.S. $42 elsewhere (U.S. funds). Individuals age 65 and over, upon submitting one-time proof of age, may request 


} special dues rate of $24 in the U.S. $36 elsewhere in U.S. funds. Persons age 21 and younger may qualify for special rates, 
write for application. For postal purposes, fifty percent of dues is allocated to QST, the balance for membership. 


y Visa, MC, AMEX, Discover #: 
I Signature: Expires: 


i a Sh a ee 
ee ee ee es es ed 
Roanoke Division Director 


Atlantic Division Director . s 
Hugh Turnbull, W3ABC The American Radio Relay League John Kanode, N4MM 
6903 Rhode Island Avenue 225 Main St. Rt. 1, Box 73-A 


College Park, MD 20740 : Boyce, VA 22620 
Phone: (301) 927-1797 Newington, CT. 06111 USA Phone: (703) 837-1340 
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Magazine Subscription Form 
Please enter my subscription to Auto-Calll: a] New a] Renewal [oir 


For al, year ESE years. Subscription rate is only $8.00 per year. (You 
may also order a sample copy of the most recent issue for just $1.00 which 
will be applied to your subscription). 


Name: Call: 
Address: 
City: State: Zip: a 
Make check payable to the Foundation P.O. Box 7612 
For Amateur Radio and mail form to: Ors Ue 
pall aled t ; 22040-7612 
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